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heart and life, the more acute will be our perception of sin and the more decided our 
disapproval of any deviation from the right. We must guard against undue severity 
toward 
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the wrongdoer, but we must also be careful not to lose sight of the exceeding sinfulness 
of sin. There is need of showing Christlike patience and love for the erring one, but 



there is also danger of showing so great toleration for his error that he will look upon 
himself as undeserving of reproof, and will reject it as uncalled for and unjust. 

Ministers of the gospel sometimes do great harm by allowing their forbearance 
toward the erring to degenerate into toleration of sins and even participation in them. 
Thus they are led to excuse and palliate that which God condemns, and after a time 
they become so blinded as to commend the very ones whom God commands them to 
reprove. He who has blunted his spiritual perceptions by sinful leniency toward those 
whom God condemns, will erelong commit a greater sin by severity and harshness 
toward those whom God approves. 

By the pride of human wisdom, by contempt for the influence of the Holy Spirit, and 
by disrelish for the truths of God's word, many who profess to be Christians, and who 
feel competent to teach others, will be led to turn away from the requirements of God. 
Paul declared to Timothy, "The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." 

The apostle does not here refer to the openly irreligious, but to the professing 
Christians who make inclination their guide, and thus become enslaved by self. Such 
are willing to listen to those doctrines only that do not rebuke their sins 
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or condemn their pleasure-loving course. They are offended by the plain words of the 
faithful servants of Christ and choose teachers who praise and flatter them. And among 
professing ministers there are those who preach the opinions of men instead of the 
word of God. Unfaithful to their trust, they lead astray those who look to them for 
spiritual guidance. 

In the precepts of His holy law, God has given a perfect rule of life; and He has 
declared that until the close of time this law, unchanged in a single jot or tittle, is to 
maintain its claim upon human beings. Christ came to magnify the law and make it 
honorable. He showed that it is based upon the broad foundation of love to God and 
love to man, and that obedience to its precepts comprises the whole duty of man. In His 
own life He gave an example of obedience to the law of God. In the Sermon on the 
Mount He showed how its requirements extend beyond the outward acts and take 
cognizance of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

The law, obeyed, leads men to deny "ungodliness and worldly lusts," and to "live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world." Titus 2:12. But the enemy of all 
righteousness has taken the world captive and has led men and women to disobey the 
law. As Paul foresaw, multitudes have turned from the plain, searching truths of God's 
word and have chosen teachers who present to them the fables they desire. Many 
among both ministers and people are trampling under their feet the commandments of 
God. Thus the Creator of the world is insulted, and Satan laughs in triumph at the 
success of his devices. 
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With the growing contempt for God's law there is an increasing distaste for religion, 
an increase of pride, love of pleasure, disobedience to parents, and self-indulgence; 
and thoughtful minds everywhere are anxiously inquiring. What can be done to correct 
these alarming evils? The answer is found in Paul's exhortation to Timothy, "Preach the 
word." In the Bible are found the only safe principles of action. It is a transcript of the will 



of God, an expression of divine wisdom. It opens to man's understanding the great 
problems of life, and to all who heed its precepts it will prove an unerring guide, keeping 
them from wasting their lives in misdirected effort. 

God has made known His will, and it is folly for man to question that which has 
gone out of His lips. After Infinite Wisdom has spoken, there can be no doubtful 
questions for man to settle, no wavering possibilities for him to adjust. All that is 
required of him is a frank, earnest concurrence in the expressed will of God. Obedience 
is the highest dictate of reason as well as of conscience. 

Paul continued his charge: "Watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work 
of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry." Paul was about to finish his course, 
and he desired Timothy to take his place, guarding the church from the fables and 
heresies by which the enemy, in various ways, would endeavor to lead them from the 
simplicity of the gospel. He admonished him to shun all temporal pursuits and 
entanglements that would prevent him from giving himself wholly to his work for God; to 
endure with cheerfulness the opposition, reproach, and persecution 
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to which his faithfulness would expose him; to make full proof of his ministry by 
employing every means within his reach of doing good to those for whom Christ died. 

Paul's life was an exemplification of the truths he taught, and herein lay his power. 
His heart was filled with a deep, abiding sense of his responsibility, and he labored in 
close communion with Him who is the fountain of justice, mercy, and truth. He clung to 
the cross of Christ as his only guarantee of success. The love of the Saviour was the 
undying motive that upheld him in his conflicts with self and in his struggles against evil 
as in the service of Christ he pressed forward against the unfriendliness of the world 
and the opposition of his enemies. 

What the church needs in these days of peril is an army of workers who, like Paul, 
have educated themselves for usefulness, who have a deep experience in the things of 
God, and who are filled with earnestness and zeal. Sanctified, self-sacrificing men are 
needed; men who will not shun trial and responsibility; men who are brave and true; 
men in whose hearts Christ is formed "the hope of glory," and who with lips touched 
with holy fire will "preach the word." For want of such workers the cause of God 
languishes, and fatal errors, like a deadly poison, taint the morals and blight the hopes 
of a large part of the human race. 

As the faithful, toilworn standard-bearers are offering up their lives for the truth's 
sake, who will come forward to take their place? Will our young men accept the holy 
trust at the hands of their fathers? Are they preparing to fill the vacancies made by the 
death of the faithful? Will the 
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apostle's charge be heeded, the call to duty be heard, amidst the incitements to 
selfishness and ambition that allure the youth? 

Paul concluded his letter with personal messages to different ones and again 
repeated the urgent request that Timothy come to him soon, if possible before the 
winter. He spoke of his loneliness, caused by the desertion of some of his friends and 
the necessary absence of others; and lest Timothy should hesitate, fearing that the 
church at Ephesus might need his labors, Paul stated that he had already dispatched 
Tychicus to fill the vacancy. 



After speaking of the scene of his trial before Nero, the desertion of his brethren, 
and the sustaining grace of a covenant-keeping God, Paul closed his letter by 
commending his beloved Timothy to the guardianship of the Chief Shepherd, who, 
though the undershepherds might be stricken down, would still care for His flock. 

Chap. 50 - Condemned to Die 

During Paul's final trial before Nero, the emperor had been so strongly impressed 
with the force of the apostle's words that he deferred the decision of the case, neither 
acquitting nor condemning the accused servant of God. But the emperor's malice 
against Paul soon returned. Exasperated by his inability to check the spread of the 
Christian religion, even in the imperial household, he determined that as soon as a 
plausible pretext could be found, the apostle should be put to death. Not long afterward 
Nero pronounced the decision that condemned Paul to a martyr's death. Inasmuch as a 
Roman citizen could not be subjected to torture, he was sentenced to be beheaded. 

Paul was taken in a private manner to the place of execution. Few spectators were 
allowed to be present; for his persecutors, alarmed at the extent of his influence, feared 
that converts might be won to Christianity by the scenes of his death. But even the 
hardened soldiers who attended him 
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listened to his words and with amazement saw him cheerful and even joyous in the 
prospect of death. To some who witnessed his martyrdom, his spirit of forgiveness 
toward his murderers and his unwavering confidence in Christ till the last, proved a 
savor of life unto life. More than one accepted the Saviour whom Paul preached, and 
erelong fearlessly sealed their faith with their blood. 

Until his latest hour the life of Paul testified to the truth of his words to the 
Corinthians: "God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not 
destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body." 2 Corinthians 4:6-10. His sufficiency 
was not in himself, but in the presence and agency of the divine Spirit that filled his soul 
and brought every thought into subjection to the will of Christ. The prophet declares, 
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he 
trusteth in Thee." Isaiah 26:3. The heaven-born peace expressed on Paul's 
countenance won many a soul to the gospel. 

Paul carried with him the atmosphere of heaven. All who associated with him felt 
the influence of his union 
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with Christ. The fact that his own life exemplified the truth he proclaimed, gave 
convincing power to his preaching. Here lies the power of truth. The unstudied, 
unconscious influence of a holy life is the most convincing sermon that can be given in 
favor of Christianity. Argument, even when unanswerable, may provoke only opposition; 
but a godly example has a power that it is impossible wholly to resist. 


The apostle lost sight of his own approaching sufferings in his solicitude for those 
whom he was about to leave to cope with prejudice, hatred, and persecution. The few 
Christians who accompanied him to the place of execution he endeavored to strengthen 
and encourage by repeating the promises given for those who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake. He assured them that nothing would fail of all that the Lord had 
spoken concerning His tried and faithful children. For a little season they might be in 
heaviness through manifold temptations; they might be destitute of earthly comforts; but 
they could encourage their hearts with the assurance of God's faithfulness, saying, "I 
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto Him." 2 Timothy 1:12. Soon the night of trial and suffering would 
end, and then would dawn the glad morning of peace and perfect day. 

The apostle was looking into the great beyond, not with uncertainty or dread, but 
with joyous hope and longing expectation. As he stands at the place of martyrdom he 
sees not the sword of the executioner or the earth so soon to 
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receive his blood; he looks up through the calm blue heaven of that summer day to the 
throne of the Eternal. 

This man of faith beholds the ladder of Jacob's vision, representing Christ, who has 
connected earth with heaven, and finite man with the infinite God. His faith is 
strengthened as he calls to mind how patriarchs and prophets have relied upon the One 
who is his support and consolation, and for whom he is giving his life. From these holy 
men who from century to century have borne testimony for their faith, he hears the 
assurance that God is true. His fellow apostles, who, to preach the gospel of Christ, 
went forth to meet religious bigotry and heathen superstition, persecution, and 
contempt, who counted not their lives dear unto themselves that they might bear aloft 
the light of the cross amidst the dark mazes of infidelity--these he hears witnessing to 
Jesus as the Son of God, the Saviour of the world. From the rack, the stake, the 
dungeon, from dens and caves of the earth, there falls upon his ear the martyr's shout 
of triumph. He hears the witness of steadfast souls, who, though destitute, afflicted, 
tormented, yet bear fearless, solemn testimony for the faith, declaring, "I know whom I 
have believed." These, yielding up their lives for the faith, declare to the world that He in 
whom they have trusted is able to save to the uttermost. 

Ransomed by the sacrifice of Christ, washed from sin in His blood, and clothed in 
His righteousness, Paul has the witness in himself that his soul is precious in the sight 
of his Redeemer. His life is hid with Christ in God, and he is 
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persuaded that He who has conquered death is able to keep that which is committed to 
His trust. His mind grasps the Saviour's promise, "I will raise him up at the last day." 
John 6:40. His thoughts and hopes are centered on the second coming of his Lord. And 
as the sword of the executioner descends and the shadows of death gather about the 
martyr, his latest thought springs forward, as will his earliest in the great awakening, to 
meet the Life-giver, who shall welcome him to the joy of the blest. 

Well-nigh a score of centuries have passed since Paul the aged poured out his 
blood as a witness for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. No faithful 
hand recorded for the generations to come the last scenes in the life of this holy man, 
but Inspiration has preserved for us his dying testimony. Like a trumpet peal his voice 
has rung out through all the ages since, nerving with his own courage thousands of 



witnesses for Christ and wakening in thousands of sorrow-stricken hearts the echo of 
his own triumphant joy: "I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is 
at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love His appearing." 2 Timothy 4:6-8. 

Chap. 51 - A Faithful Undershepherd 

Little mention is made in the book of Acts of the later work of the apostle Peter. 
During the busy years of ministry that followed the outpouring of the Spirit on the Day of 
Pentecost, he was among those who put forth untiring efforts to reach the Jews who 
came to Jerusalem to worship at the time of the annual festivals. 

As the number of believers multiplied in Jerusalem and in other places visited by 
the messengers of the cross, the talents possessed by Peter proved of untold value to 
the early Christian church. The influence of his testimony concerning Jesus of Nazareth 
extended far and wide. Upon him had been laid a double responsibility. He bore positive 
witness concerning the Messiah before unbelievers, laboring earnestly for their 
conversion; and at the same time he did a special work for believers, strengthening 
them in the faith of Christ. 
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It was after Peter had been led to self-renunciation and entire reliance upon divine 
power, that he received his call to act as an undershepherd. Christ had said to Peter, 
before his denial of Him, "When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren." Luke 
22:32. These words were significant of the wide and effectual work which this apostle 
was to do in the future for those who should come to the faith. For this work, Peter's 
own experience of sin and suffering and repentance had prepared him. Not until he had 
learned his weakness, could he know the believer's need of dependence on Christ. 

Amid the storm of temptation he had come to understand that man can walk safely only 
as in utter self-distrust he relies upon the Saviour. 

At the last meeting of Christ with His disciples by the sea, Peter, tested by the 
thrice-repeated question, "Lovest thou Me?" (John 21:15-17), had been restored to his 
place among the Twelve. His work had been appointed him; he was to feed the Lord's 
flock. Now, converted and accepted, he was not only to seek to save those without the 
fold, but was to be a shepherd of the sheep. 

Christ mentioned to Peter only one condition of service-"Lovest thou Me?" This is 
the essential qualification. Though Peter might possess every other, yet without the love 
of Christ he could not be a faithful shepherd over the flock of God. Knowledge, 
benevolence, eloquence, zeal-all are essential in the good work; but without the love of 
Christ in the heart, the work of the Christian minister is a failure. 
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The love of Christ is not a fitful feeling, but a living principle, which is to be made 
manifest as an abiding power in the heart. If the character and deportment of the 
shepherd is an exemplification of the truth he advocates, the Lord will set the seal of His 


approval to the work. The shepherd and the flock will become one, united by their 
common hope in Christ. 

The Saviour's manner of dealing with Peter had a lesson for him and his brethren. 
Although Peter had denied his Lord, the love which Jesus bore him had never faltered. 
And as the apostle should take up the work of ministering the word to others, he was to 
meet the transgressor with patience, sympathy, and forgiving love. Remembering his 
own weakness and failure, he was to deal with the sheep and lambs committed to his 
care as tenderly as Christ had dealt with him. 

Human beings, themselves given to evil, are prone to deal untenderly with the 
tempted and the erring. They cannot read the heart; they know not its struggle and its 
pain. Of the rebuke that is love, of the blow that wounds to heal, of the warning that 
speaks hope, they have need to learn. 

Throughout his ministry, Peter faithfully watched over the flock entrusted to his 
care, and thus proved himself worthy of the charge and responsibility given him by the 
Saviour. Ever he exalted Jesus of Nazareth as the Hope of Israel, the Saviour of 
mankind. He brought his own life under the discipline of the Master Worker. By every 
means within his power he sought to educate the believers for active service. His godly 
example and untiring activity 

517 

inspired many young men of promise to give themselves wholly to the work of the 
ministry. As time went on, the apostle's influence as an educator and leader increased; 
and while he never lost his burden to labor especially for the Jews, yet he bore his 
testimony in many lands and strengthened the faith of multitudes in the gospel. 

In the later years of his ministry, Peter was inspired to write to the believers 
"scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia." His letters were 
the means of reviving the courage and strengthening the faith of those who were 
enduring trial and affliction, and of renewing to good works those who through manifold 
temptations were in danger of losing their hold upon God. These letters bear the 
impress of having been written by one in whom the sufferings of Christ and also His 
consolation had been made to abound; one whose entire being had been transformed 
by grace, and whose hope of eternal life was sure and steadfast. 

At the very beginning of his first letter the aged servant of God ascribed to his Lord 
a tribute of praise and thanksgiving. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ," he exclaimed, "which according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who 
are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time." 

In this hope of a sure inheritance in the earth made new, 
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the early Christians rejoiced, even in times of severe trial and affliction. "Ye greatly 
rejoice," Peter wrote, "though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold 
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honor and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though 
now ye see Him not, ... ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving the 
end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls." 



The apostle's words were written for the instruction of believers in every age, and 
they have a special significance for those who live at the time when "the end of all 
things is at hand." His exhortations and warnings, and his words of faith and courage, 
are needed by every soul who would maintain his faith "steadfast unto the end." 
Hebrews 3:14. 

The apostle sought to teach the believers how important it is to keep the mind from 
wandering to forbidden themes or from spending its energies on trifling subjects. Those 
who would not fall a prey to Satan's devices, must guard well the avenues of the soul; 
they must avoid reading, seeing, or hearing that which will suggest impure thoughts. 

The mind must not be left to dwell at random upon every subject that the enemy of 
souls may suggest. The heart must be faithfully sentineled, or evils without will awaken 
evils within, and the soul will wander in darkness. "Gird up the loins of your mind," Peter 
wrote, "be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
revelation 
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of Jesus Christ;... not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your 
ignorance: but as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; because it is written. Be ye holy; for I am holy." 

"Pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: forasmuch as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation 
received by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
Lamb without blemish and without spot: who verily was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, who by Him do 
believe in God, that raised Him up from the dead, and gave Him glory; that your faith 
and hope might be in God." 

Had silver and gold been sufficient to purchase the salvation of men, how easily 
might it have been accomplished by Him who says, "The silver is Mine, and the gold is 
Mine." Haggai 2:8. But only by the precious blood of the Son of God could the 
transgressor be redeemed. The plan of salvation was laid in sacrifice. The apostle Paul 
wrote, "Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for 
your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich." 2 Corinthians 
8:9. Christ gave Himself for us that He might redeem us from all iniquity. And as the 
crowning blessing of salvation, "the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." Romans 6:23. 

"Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren," 
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Peter continued, "see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently." The word of 
God--the truth--is the channel through which the Lord manifests His Spirit and power. 
Obedience to the word produces fruit of the required quality--"unfeigned love of the 
brethren." This love is heaven-born and leads to high motives and unselfish actions. 

When truth becomes an abiding principle in the life, the soul is "born again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth 
forever." This new birth is the result of receiving Christ as the Word of God. When by 
the Holy Spirit divine truths are impressed upon the heart, new conceptions are 
awakened, and the energies hitherto dormant are aroused to co-operate with God. 



Thus it had been with Peter and his fellow disciples. Christ was the revealer of 
truth to the world. By Him the incorruptible seed--the word of God--was sown in the 
hearts of men. But many of the most precious lessons of the Great Teacher were 
spoken to those who did not then understand them. When, after His ascension, the Holy 
Spirit brought His teachings to the remembrance of the disciples, their slumbering 
senses awoke. The meaning of these truths flashed upon their minds as a new 
revelation, and truth, pure and unadulterated, made a place for itself. Then the 
wonderful experience of His life became theirs. The Word bore testimony through them, 
the men of His appointment, and they proclaimed the mighty truth, "The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us,... full of 
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grace and truth." "And of His fullness have all we received, and grace for grace." John 
1:14, 16. 

The apostle exhorted the believers to study the Scriptures, through a proper 
understanding of which they might make sure work for eternity. Peter realized that in the 
experience of every soul who is finally victorious there would be scenes of perplexity 
and trial; but he knew also that an understanding of the Scriptures would enable the 
tempted one to bring to mind promises that would comfort the heart and strengthen faith 
in the Mighty One. 

"All flesh is as grass," he declared, "and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. 
The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: but the word of the Lord 
endureth forever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. 
Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all 
evilspeakings, as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby: if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious." 

Many of the believers to whom Peter addressed his letters, were living in the midst 
of heathen, and much depended on their remaining true to the high calling of their 
profession. The apostle urged upon them their privileges as followers of Christ Jesus. 
"Ye are a chosen generation," he wrote, "a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light: which in time past were not a people, but are now the 
people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 
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"Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul; having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: 
that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which 
they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation." 

The apostle plainly outlined the attitude that believers should sustain toward the 
civil authorities: "Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: 
whether it be to the king, as supreme; or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by 
him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the 
will of God, that with well-doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: as 
free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 
Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king." 

Those who were servants were advised to remain subject to their masters "with all 
fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. For this is thankworthy," 



the apostle explained, "if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it 
patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable 
with God. For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should follow Flis steps: who did no sin, neither was guile 
found in His mouth: who, when He was 
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reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered. He threatened not; but committed Himself 
to Him that judgeth righteously: who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye 
were healed. For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls." 

The apostle exhorted the women in the faith to be chaste in conversation and 
modest in dress and deportment. "Whose adorning," he counseled, "let it not be that 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 
but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price." 

The lesson applies to believers in every age. "By their fruits ye shall know them." 
Matthew 7:20. The inward adorning of a meek and quiet spirit is priceless. In the life of 
the true Christian the outward adorning is always in harmony with the inward peace and 
holiness. "If any man will come after Me," Christ said, "let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow Me." Matthew 16:24. Self-denial and sacrifice will mark the 
Christian's life. Evidence that the taste is converted will be seen in the dress of all who 
walk in the path cast up for the ransomed of the Lord. 

It is right to love beauty and to desire it; but God desires us to love and seek first 
the highest beauty, that which is imperishable. No outward adorning can compare in 
value or loveliness with that "meek and quiet spirit," the "fine 
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linen, white and clean" (Revelation 19:14), which all the holy ones of earth will wear. 

This apparel will make them beautiful and beloved here, and will hereafter be their 
badge of admission to the palace of the King. His promise is, "They shall walk with Me 
in white: for they are worthy." Revelation 3:4. 

Looking forward with prophetic vision to the perilous times into which the church of 
Christ was to enter, the apostle exhorted the believers to steadfastness in the face of 
trial and suffering. "Beloved," he wrote, "think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you." 

Trial is part of the education given in the school of Christ, to purify God's children 
from the dross of earthliness. It is because God is leading His children that trying 
experiences come to them. Trials and obstacles are His chosen methods of discipline, 
and His appointed conditions of success. He who reads the hearts of men knows their 
weaknesses better than they themselves can know them. He sees that some have 
qualifications which, if rightly directed, could be used in the advancement of His work. In 
His providence He brings these souls into different positions and varied circumstances, 
that they may discover the defects that are concealed from their own knowledge. He 
gives them opportunity to overcome these defects and to fit themselves for service. 
Often He permits the fires of affliction to burn, that they may be purified. 



God's care for His heritage is unceasing. He suffers no affliction to come upon His 
children but such as is essential 
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for their present and eternal good. He will purify His church, even as Christ purified the 
temple during His ministry on earth. All that He brings upon His people in test and trial 
comes that they may gain deeper piety and greater strength to carry forward the 
triumphs of the cross. 

There had been a time in Peter's experience when he was unwilling to see the 
cross in the work of Christ. When the Saviour made known to the disciples His 
impending sufferings and death, Peter exclaimed, "Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall 
not be unto Thee." Matthew 16:22. Self-pity, which shrank from fellowship with Christ in 
suffering, prompted Peter's remonstrance. It was to the disciple a bitter lesson, and one 
which he learned but slowly, that the path of Christ on earth lay through agony and 
humiliation. But in the heat of the furnace fire he was to learn its lesson. Now, when his 
once active form was bowed with the burden of years and labors, he could write, 
"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ's sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy." 

Addressing the church elders regarding their responsibilities as undershepherds of 
Christ's flock, the apostle wrote: "Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the 
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And 
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when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away." 

Those who occupy the position of undershepherds are to exercise a watchful 
diligence over the Lord's flock. This is not to be a dictatorial vigilance, but one that tends 
to encourage and strengthen and uplift. Ministry means more than sermonizing; it 
means earnest, personal labor. The church on earth is composed of erring men and 
women, who need patient, painstaking effort that they may be trained and disciplined to 
work with acceptance in this life, and in the future life to be crowned with glory and 
immortality. Pastors are needed-faithful shepherds-who will not flatter God's people, 
nor treat them harshly, but who will feed them with the bread of life-men who in their 
lives feel daily the converting power of the Holy Spirit and who cherish a strong, 
unselfish love toward those for whom they labor. 

There is tactful work for the undershepherd to do as he is called to meet alienation, 
bitterness, envy, and jealousy in the church, and he will need to labor in the spirit of 
Christ to set things in order. Faithful warnings are to be given, sins rebuked, wrongs 
made right, not only by the minister's work in the pulpit, but by personal labor. The 
wayward heart may take exception to the message, and the servant of God may be 
misjudged and criticized. Let him then remember that "the wisdom that is from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 

527 

And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace." James 3:17, 
18 . 



The work of the gospel minister is "to make all men see what is the fellowship of 
the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God." Ephesians 
3:9. If one entering upon this work chooses the least self-sacrificing part, contenting 
himself with preaching, and leaving the work of personal ministry for someone else, his 
labors will not be acceptable to God. Souls for whom Christ died are perishing for want 
of well-directed, personal labor; and he has mistaken his calling who, entering upon 
the ministry, is unwilling to do the personal work that the care of the flock demands. 

The spirit of the true shepherd is one of self-forgetfulness. He loses sight of self in 
order that he may work the works of God. By the preaching of the word and by personal 
ministry in the homes of the people, he learns their needs, their sorrows, their trials; 
and, co-operating with the great Burden Bearer, he shares their afflictions, comforts 
their distresses, relieves their soul hunger, and wins their hearts to God. In this work the 
minister is attended by the angels of heaven, and he himself is instructed and 
enlightened in the truth that maketh wise unto salvation. 

In connection with his instruction to those in positions of trust in the church, the 
apostle outlined some general principles that were to be followed by all who were 
associated in church fellowship. The younger members of the flock were urged to follow 
the example of their elders in the 
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practice of Christlike humility: "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. 
Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth 
the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time: casting all your care upon Him; 
for He careth for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist steadfast in the 
faith." 

Thus Peter wrote to the believers at a time of peculiar trial to the church. Many had 
already become partakers of Christ's sufferings, and soon the church was to undergo a 
period of terrible persecution. Within a few brief years many of those who had stood as 
teachers and leaders in the church were to lay down their lives for the gospel. Soon 
grievous wolves were to enter in, not sparing the flock. But none of these things were to 
bring discouragement to those whose hopes were centered in Christ. With words of 
encouragement and good cheer Peter directed the minds of the believers from present 
trials and future scenes of suffering "to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away." "The God of all grace," he fervently prayed, "who hath called us 
unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, make you 
perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To Him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen." 


Chap. 52 - Steadfast Unto the End 

In the second letter addressed by Peter to those who had obtained "like precious 
faith" with himself, the apostle sets forth the divine plan for the development of Christian 
character. He writes: 

"Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of 
Jesus our Lord, according as His divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him that hath called us to glory and 


virtue: whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these 
ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust. 

"And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 
knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness 
charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, 
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they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

These words are full of instruction, and strike the keynote of victory. The apostle 
presents before the believers the ladder of Christian progress, every step of which 
represents advancement in the knowledge of God, and in the climbing of which there is 
to be no standstill. Faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly 
kindness, and charity are the rounds of the ladder. We are saved by climbing round 
after round, mounting step after step, to the height of Christ's ideal for us. Thus Fie is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 

God has called Flis people to glory and virtue, and these will be manifest in the 
lives of all who are truly connected with Him. Having become partakers of the heavenly 
gift, they are to go unto perfection, being "kept by the power of God through faith." 1 
Peter 1:5. It is the glory of God to give His virtue to His children. He desires to see men 
and women reaching the highest standard; and when by faith they lay hold of the power 
of Christ, when they plead His unfailing promises, and claim them as their own, when 
with an importunity that will not be denied they seek for the power of the Holy Spirit, 
they will be made complete in Him. 

Having received the faith of the gospel, the next work of the believer is to add to 
his character virtue, and thus cleanse the heart and prepare the mind for the reception 
of the knowledge of God. This knowledge is the foundation 
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of all true education and of all true service. It is the only real safeguard against 
temptation; and it is this alone that can make one like God in character. Through the 
knowledge of God and of His Son Jesus Christ, are given to the believer "all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness." No good gift is withheld from him who sincerely desires 
to obtain the righteousness of God. 

"This is life eternal," Christ said, "that they might know Thee the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent." John 17:3. And the prophet Jeremiah declared: 
"Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, 
let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he 
understandeth and knoweth Me, that I am the Lord which exercise loving-kindness, 
judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord." 
Jeremiah 9:23, 24. Scarcely can the human mind comprehend the breadth and depth 
and height of the spiritual attainments of him who gains this knowledge. 

None need fail of attaining, in his sphere, to perfection of Christian character. By 
the sacrifice of Christ, provision has been made for the believer to receive all things that 
pertain to life and godliness. God calls upon us to reach the standard of perfection and 
places before us the example of Christ's character. In His humanity, perfected by a life 
of constant resistance of evil, the Saviour showed that through co-operation with 



Divinity, human beings may in this life attain to perfection of character. This is God's 
assurance to us that we, too, may obtain complete victory. 
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Before the believer is held out the wonderful possibility of being like Christ, 
obedient to all the principles of the law. But of himself man is utterly unable to reach this 
condition. The holiness that God's word declares he must have before he can be saved 
is the result of the working of divine grace as he bows in submission to the discipline 
and restraining influences of the Spirit of truth. Man's obedience can be made perfect 
only by the incense of Christ's righteousness, which fills with divine fragrance every act 
of obedience. The part of the Christian is to persevere in overcoming every fault. 
Constantly he is to pray to the Saviour to heal the disorders of his sin-sick soul. He has 
not the wisdom or the strength to overcome; these belong to the Lord, and He bestows 
them on those who in humiliation and contrition seek Him for help. 

The work of transformation from unholiness to holiness is a continuous one. Day 
by day God labors for man's sanctification, and man is to co-operate with Him, putting 
forth persevering efforts in the cultivation of right habits. He is to add grace to grace; 
and as he thus works on the plan of addition, God works for him on the plan of 
multiplication. Our Saviour is always ready to hear and answer the prayer of the contrite 
heart, and grace and peace are multiplied to His faithful ones. Gladly He grants them 
the blessings they need in their struggle against the evils that beset them. 

There are those who attempt to ascend the ladder of Christian progress; but as 
they advance they begin to put their trust in the power of man, and soon lose sight of 
Jesus, 
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the Author and Finisher of their faith. The result is failure-the loss of all that has been 
gained. Sad indeed is the condition of those who, becoming weary of the way, allow the 
enemy of souls to rob them of the Christian graces that have been developing in their 
hearts and lives. "He that lacketh these things," declares the apostle, "is blind, and 
cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins." 

The apostle Peter had had a long experience in the things of God. His faith in 
God's power to save had strengthened with the years, until he had proved beyond 
question that there is no possibility of failure before the one who, advancing by faith, 
ascends round by round, ever upward and onward, to the topmost round of the ladder 
that reaches even to the portals of heaven. 

For many years Peter had been urging upon the believers the necessity of a 
constant growth in grace and in a knowledge of the truth; and now, knowing that soon 
he would be called to suffer martyrdom for his faith, he once more drew attention to the 
precious privileges within the reach of every believer. In the full assurance of his faith 
the aged disciple exhorted his brethren to steadfastness of purpose in the Christian life. 
"Give diligence," he pleaded, "to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall: for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly 
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." Precious assurance! 
Glorious is the hope before the believer as he advances by faith toward the heights of 
Christian perfection! 
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"I will not be negligent," the apostle continued, "to put you always in remembrance 
of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. Yea, I 
think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in 
remembrance; knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord 
Jesus Christ hath showed me. Moreover I will endeavor that ye may be able after my 
decease to have these things always in remembrance." 

The apostle was well qualified to speak of the purposes of God concerning the 
human race; for during the earthly ministry of Christ he had seen and heard much that 
pertained to the kingdom of God. "We have not followed cunningly devised fables," he 
reminded the believers, "when we made known unto you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He received from God the 
Father honor and glory, when there came such a voice to Him from the excellent glory. 
This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came from 
heaven we heard, when we were with Him in the holy mount." 

Yet convincing as was this evidence of the certainty of the believers' hope, there 
was another still more convincing in the witness of prophecy, through which the faith of 
all might be confirmed and securely anchored. "We have also," Peter declared, "a more 
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the daystar arise 
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in your hearts: knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private 
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

While exalting the "sure word of prophecy" as a safe guide in times of peril, the 
apostle solemnly warned the church against the torch of false prophecy, which would be 
uplifted by "false teachers," who would privily bring in "damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord." These false teachers, arising in the church and accounted true by 
many of their brethren in the faith, the apostle compared to "wells without water, clouds 
that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved forever." "The 
latter end is worse with them," he declared, "than the beginning. For it had been better 
for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to 
turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them." 

Looking down through the ages to the close of time, Peter was inspired to outline 
conditions that would exist in the world just prior to the second coming of Christ. "There 
shall come in the last days scoffers," he wrote, "walking after their own lusts, and 
saying. Where is the promise of His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation." But "when they shall say. 
Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them." 1 Thessalonians 5:3. 
Not all, however, would be ensnared by the enemy's devices. As the end of all things 
earthly should approach, there 
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would be faithful ones able to discern the signs of the times. While a large number of 
professing believers would deny their faith by their works, there would be a remnant 
who would endure to the end. 

Peter kept alive in his heart the hope of Christ's return, and he assured the church 
of the certain fulfillment of the Saviour's promise, "If I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again, and receive you unto Myself." John 14:3. To the tried and faithful ones 



the coming might seem long delayed, but the apostle assured them: "The Lord is not 
slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is long-suffering to 
usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But 
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also 
and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

"Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the 
coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

"Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless. And account that the long-suffering 
of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom 
given unto him hath written 
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unto you. ... Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye 
also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. But 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

In the providence of God, Peter was permitted to close his ministry in Rome, where 
his imprisonment was ordered by the emperor Nero about the time of Paul's final arrest. 
Thus the two veteran apostles, who for many years had been widely separated in their 
labors, were to bear their last witness for Christ in the world's metropolis, and upon its 
soil to shed their blood as the seed of a vast harvest of saints and martyrs. 

Since his reinstatement after his denial of Christ, Peter had unflinchingly braved 
danger and had shown a noble courage in preaching a crucified, risen, and ascended 
Saviour. As he lay in his cell he called to mind the words that Christ had spoken to him: 
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee. When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and 
walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy 
hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not." John 
21:18. Thus Jesus had made known to the disciple the very manner of his death, and 
even foretold the stretching of his hands upon the cross. 

Peter, as a Jew and a foreigner, was condemned to be scourged and crucified. In 
prospect of this fearful death, the apostle remembered his great sin in denying Jesus in 
the hour of His trial. Once so unready to acknowledge the 
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cross, he now counted it a joy to yield up his life for the gospel, feeling only that, for him 
who had denied his Lord, to die in the same manner as his Master died was too great 
an honor. Peter had sincerely repented of that sin and had been forgiven by Christ, as is 
shown by the high commission given him to feed the sheep and lambs of the flock. But 
he could never forgive himself. Not even the thought of the agonies of the last terrible 
scene could lessen the bitterness of his sorrow and repentance. As a last favor he 
entreated his executioners that he might be nailed to the cross with his head downward. 
The request was granted, and in this manner died the great apostle Peter. 


Chap. 53 - John the Beloved 


John is distinguished above the other apostles as "the disciple whom Jesus loved." 
John 21:20. He seems to have enjoyed to a pre-eminent degree the friendship of Christ, 
and he received many tokens of the Saviour's confidence and love. He was one of the 
three permitted to witness Christ's glory upon the mount of transfiguration and His 
agony in Gethsemane, and it was to his care that our Lord confided His mother in those 
last hours of anguish upon the cross. 

The Saviour's affection for the beloved disciple was returned with all the strength of 
ardent devotion. John clung to Christ as the vine clings to the stately pillar. For his 
Master's sake he braved the dangers of the judgment hall and lingered about the cross, 
and at the tidings that Christ had risen, he hastened to the sepulcher, in his zeal 
out-stripping even the impetuous Peter. 

The confiding love and unselfish devotion manifested in the life and character of 
John present lessons of untold value 
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to the Christian church. John did not naturally possess the loveliness of character that 
his later experience revealed. By nature he had serious defects. He was not only proud, 
self-assertive, and ambitious for honor, but impetuous, and resentful under injury. He 
and his brother were called "sons of thunder." Evil temper, the desire for revenge, the 
spirit of criticism, were all in the beloved disciple. But beneath all this the divine Teacher 
discerned the ardent, sincere, loving heart. Jesus rebuked this self-seeking, 
disappointed his ambitions, tested his faith. But He revealed to him that for which his 
soul longed-the beauty of holiness, the transforming power of love. 

The defects in John's character came strongly to the front on several occasions 
during his personal association with the Saviour. At one time Christ sent messengers 
before Him into a village of the Samaritans, requesting the people to prepare 
refreshments for Him and His disciples. But when the Saviour approached the town. He 
appeared to be desirous of passing on toward Jerusalem. This aroused the envy of the 
Samaritans, and instead of inviting Him to tarry with them, they withheld the courtesies 
which they would have given to a common wayfarer. Jesus never urges His presence 
upon any, and the Samaritans lost the blessing which would have been granted them 
had they solicited Him to be their guest. 

The disciples knew that it was the purpose of Christ to bless the Samaritans by His 
presence; and the coldness, jealousy, and disrespect shown to their Master filled them 
with surprise and indignation. James and John especially 
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were aroused. That He whom they so highly reverenced should be thus treated, 
seemed to them a wrong too great to be passed over without immediate punishment. In 
their zeal they said, "Lord, wilt Thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, 
and consume them, even as Elias did?" referring to the destruction of the Samaritan 
captains and their companies sent out to take the prophet Elijah. They were surprised to 
see that Jesus was pained by their words, and still more surprised as His rebuke fell 
upon their ears: "Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of man is not 
come to destroy men's lives, but to save them." Luke 9:54-56. 

It is no part of Christ's mission to compel men to receive Him. It is Satan, and men 
actuated by his spirit, who seek to compel the conscience. Linder a pretense of zeal for 
righteousness, men who are confederated with evil angels sometimes bring suffering 
upon their fellow men in order to convert them to their ideas of religion; but Christ is 



ever showing mercy, ever seeking to win by the revealing of His love. He can admit no 
rival in the soul, nor accept of partial service; but He desires only voluntary service, the 
willing surrender of the heart under the constraint of love. 

On another occasion James and John presented through their mother a petition 
requesting that they might be permitted to occupy the highest positions of honor in 
Christ's kingdom. Notwithstanding Christ's repeated instruction concerning the nature of 
His kingdom, these young disciples still cherished the hope for a Messiah who would 
take His throne and kingly power in accordance with the desires 
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of men. The mother, coveting with them the place of honor in this kingdom for her sons, 
asked, "Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on Thy right hand, and the other 
on the left, in Thy kingdom." 

But the Saviour answered, "Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the 
cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" 
They recalled His mysterious words pointing to trial and suffering, yet answered 
confidently, "We are able." They would count it highest honor to prove their loyalty by 
sharing all that was to befall their Lord. 

"Ye shall drink indeed of My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with," Christ declared-before Him a cross instead of a throne, two malefactors 
His companions at His right hand and at His left. James and John were to be sharers 
with their Master in suffering-the one, destined to swift-coming death by the sword; the 
other, longest of all the disciples to follow his Master in labor and reproach and 
persecution. "But to sit on My right hand, and on My left," He continued, "is not Mine to 
give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of My Father." Matthew 
20:21-23. 

Jesus understood the motive that prompted the request and thus reproved the 
pride and ambition of the two disciples: "The princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion 
over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But it shall not be so 
among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; and 
whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: even 
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as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a 
ransom for many." Matthew 20:25-28. 

In the kingdom of God, position is not gained through favoritism. It is not earned, 
nor is it received through an arbitrary bestowal. It is the result of character. The crown 
and the throne are the tokens of a condition attained-tokens of self-conquest through 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Long afterward, when John had been brought into sympathy with Christ through 
the fellowship of His sufferings, the Lord Jesus revealed to him what is the condition of 
nearness to His kingdom. "To him that overcometh," Christ said, "will I grant to sit with 
Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His 
throne." Revelation 3:21. The one who stands nearest to Christ will be he who has 
drunk most deeply of His spirit of self-sacrificing love,-love that "vaunteth not itself, is 
not puffed up,. . . seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil" (1 
Corinthians 13:4, 5),-love that moves the disciple, as it moved our Lord, to give all, to 
live and labor and sacrifice even unto death, for the saving of humanity. 



At another time during their early evangelistic labors, James and John met one 
who, while not an acknowledged follower of Christ, was casting out devils in His name. 
The disciples forbade the man to work and thought they were right in doing this. But 
when they laid the matter before Christ, He reproved them, saying, "Forbid him not: for 
there is no man which shall do a miracle in My name, that 
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can lightly speak evil of Me." Mark 9:39. None who showed themselves in any way 
friendly to Christ were to be repulsed. The disciples must not indulge a narrow, 
exclusive spirit, but must manifest the same far-reaching sympathy which they had seen 
in their Master. James and John had thought that in checking this man they had in view 
the Lord's honor; but they began to see that they were jealous for their own. They 
acknowledged their error and accepted the reproof. 

The lessons of Christ, setting forth meekness and humility and love as essential to 
growth in grace and a fitness for His work, were of the highest value to John. He 
treasured every lesson and constantly sought to bring his life into harmony with the 
divine pattern. John had begun to discern the glory of Christ-not the worldly pomp and 
power for which he had been taught to hope, but "the glory as of the Only Begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth." John 1:14. 

The depth and fervor of John's affection for his Master was not the cause of 
Christ's love for him, but the effect of that love. John desired to become like Jesus, and 
under the transforming influence of the love of Christ he did become meek and lowly. 
Self was hid in Jesus. Above all his companions, John yielded himself to the power of 
that wondrous life. He says, "The life was manifested, and we have seen it." "And of His 
fullness have all we received, and grace for grace." 1 John 1:2; John 1:16. John knew 
the Saviour by an experimental knowledge. His Master's 
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lessons were graven on his soul. When he testified of the Saviour's grace, his simple 
language was eloquent with the love that pervaded his whole being. 

It was John's deep love for Christ which led him always to desire to be close by His 
side. The Saviour loved all the Twelve, but John's was the most receptive spirit. He was 
younger than the others, and with more of the child's confiding trust he opened his heart 
to Jesus. Thus he came more into sympathy with Christ, and through him the Saviour's 
deepest spiritual teaching was communicated to the people. 

Jesus loves those who represent the Father, and John could talk of the Father's 
love as no other of the disciples could. He revealed to his fellow men that which he felt 
in his own soul, representing in his character the attributes of God. The glory of the Lord 
was expressed in his face. The beauty of holiness which had transformed him shone 
with a Christlike radiance from his countenance. In adoration and love he beheld the 
Saviour until likeness to Christ and fellowship with Him became his one desire, and in 
his character was reflected the character of his Master. 

"Behold," he said, "what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God.... Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be 
like Him; for we shall see Him as He is." 1 John 3:1,2. 


Chap. 54 - A Faithful Witness 


After the ascension of Christ, John stands forth as a faithful, earnest laborer for the 
Master. With the other disciples he enjoyed the outpouring of the Spirit on the Day of 
Pentecost, and with fresh zeal and power he continued to speak to the people the 
words of life, seeking to lead their thoughts to the Unseen. He was a powerful preacher, 
fervent, and deeply in earnest. In beautiful language and with a musical voice he told of 
the words and works of Christ, speaking in a way that impressed the hearts of those 
who heard him. The simplicity of his words, the sublime power of the truths he uttered, 
and the fervor that characterized his teachings, gave him access to all classes. 

The apostle's life was in harmony with his teachings. The love for Christ which 
glowed in his heart led him to put forth earnest, untiring labor for his fellow men, 
especially for his brethren in the Christian church. 
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Christ had bidden the first disciples love one another as He had loved them. Thus 
they were to bear testimony to the world that Christ was formed within, the hope of 
glory. "A new commandment I give unto you," He had said, "That ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another." John 13:34. At the time when these 
words were spoken, the disciples could not understand them; but after they had 
witnessed the sufferings of Christ, after His crucifixion and resurrection, and ascension 
to heaven, and after the Holy Spirit had rested on them at Pentecost, they had a clearer 
conception of the love of God and of the nature of that love which they must have for 
one another. Then John could say to his fellow disciples; 

"Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren." 

After the descent of the Holy Spirit, when the disciples went forth to proclaim a 
living Saviour, their one desire was the salvation of souls. They rejoiced in the 
sweetness of communion with saints. They were tender, thoughtful, self-denying, willing 
to make any sacrifice for the truth's sake. In their daily association with one another, 
they revealed the love that Christ had enjoined upon them. By unselfish words and 
deeds they strove to kindle this love in other hearts. 

Such a love the believers were ever to cherish. They were to go forward in willing 
obedience to the new commandment. So closely were they to be united with Christ that 
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they would be enabled to fulfill all His requirements. Their lives were to magnify the 
power of a Saviour who could justify them by His righteousness. 

But gradually a change came. The believers began to look for defects in others. 
Dwelling upon mistakes, giving place to unkind criticism, they lost sight of the Saviour 
and His love. They became more strict in regard to outward ceremonies, more particular 
about the theory than the practice of the faith. In their zeal to condemn others, they 
overlooked their own errors. They lost the brotherly love that Christ had enjoined, and, 
saddest of all, they were unconscious of their loss. They did not realize that happiness 
and joy were going out of their lives and that, having shut the love of God out of their 
hearts, they would soon walk in darkness. 

John, realizing that brotherly love was waning in the church, urged upon believers 
the constant need of this love. His letters to the church are full of this thought. "Beloved, 
let us love one another," he writes; "for love is of God; and everyone that loveth is born 
of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this 



was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His only-begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through Him. Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, 
if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another." 

Of the special sense in which this love should be manifested by believers, the 
apostle writes: "A new commandment 

549 

I write unto you, which thing is true in Him and in you: because the darkness is past, 
and the true light now shineth. He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is 
in darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is 
none occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and 
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath 
blinded his eyes." "This is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we 
should love one another." "He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever 
hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding 
in him. Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: and 
we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren." 

It is not the opposition of the world that most endangers the church of Christ. It is 
the evil cherished in the hearts of believers that works their most grievous disaster and 
most surely retards the progress of God's cause. There is no surer way of weakening 
spirituality than by cherishing envy, suspicion, faultfinding, and evil surmising. On the 
other hand, the strongest witness that God has sent His Son into the world is the 
existence of harmony and union among men of varied dispositions who form His 
church. This witness it is the privilege of the followers of Christ to bear. But in order to 
do this, they must place themselves under Christ's command. Their characters must be 
conformed to His character and their wills to His will. 
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"A new commandment I give unto you," Christ said, "That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another." John 13:34. What a wonderful 
statement; but, oh, how poorly practiced! In the church of God today brotherly love is 
sadly lacking. Many who profess to love the Saviour do not love one another. 
Unbelievers are watching to see if the faith of professed Christians is exerting a 
sanctifying influence upon their lives; and they are quick to discern the defects in 
character, the inconsistencies in action. Let Christians not make it possible for the 
enemy to point to them and say. Behold how these people, standing under the banner 
of Christ, hate one another. Christians are all members of one family, all children of the 
same heavenly Father, with the same blessed hope of immortality. Very close and 
tender should be the tie that binds them together. 

Divine love makes its most touching appeals to the heart when it calls upon us to 
manifest the same tender compassion that Christ manifested. That man only who has 
unselfish love for his brother has true love for God. The true Christian will not willingly 
permit the soul in peril and need to go unwarned, uncared for. He will not hold himself 
aloof from the erring, leaving them to plunge farther into unhappiness and 
discouragement or to fall on Satan's battleground. 

Those who have never experienced the tender, winning love of Christ cannot lead 
others to the fountain of life. His love in the heart is a constraining power, which leads 



men 
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to reveal Him in the conversation, in the tender, pitiful spirit, in the uplifting of the lives of 
those with whom they associate. Christian workers who succeed in their efforts must 
know Christ; and in order to know Him, they must know His love. In heaven their fitness 
as workers is measured by their ability to love as Christ loved and to work as He 
worked. 

"Let us not love in word," the apostle writes, "but in deed and in truth." The 
completeness of Christian character is attained when the impulse to help and bless 
others springs constantly from within. It is the atmosphere of this love surrounding the 
soul of the believer that makes him a savor of life unto life and enables God to bless his 
work. 

Supreme love for God and unselfish love for one another--this is the best gift that 
our heavenly Father can bestow. This love is not an impulse, but a divine principle, a 
permanent power. The unconsecrated heart cannot originate or produce it. Only in the 
heart where Jesus reigns is it found. "We love Him, because He first loved us." In the 
heart renewed by divine grace, love is the ruling principle of action. It modifies the 
character, governs the impulses, controls the passions, and ennobles the affections. 
This love, cherished in the soul, sweetens the life and sheds a refining influence on all 
around. 

John strove to lead the believers to understand the exalted privileges that would 
come to them through the exercise of the spirit of love. This redeeming power, filling the 
heart, would control every other motive and raise its possessors 
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above the corrupting influences of the world. And as this love was allowed full sway and 
became the motive power in the life, their trust and confidence in God and His dealing 
with them would be complete. They could then come to Him in full confidence of faith, 
knowing that they would receive from Him everything needful for their present and 
eternal good. "Herein is our love made perfect," he wrote, "that we may have boldness 
in the day of judgment: because as He is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in 
love; but perfect love casteth out fear." "And this is the confidence that we have in Him, 
that, if we ask anything according to His will. He heareth us: and if we know that He 
hear us,... we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him." 

"And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous: and He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world." "If we confess our sins. He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." The conditions of obtaining mercy 
from God are simple and reasonable. The Lord does not require us to do some grievous 
thing in order to gain forgiveness. We need not make long and wearisome pilgrimages, 
or perform painful penances, to commend our souls to the God of heaven or to expiate 
our transgression. He that "confesseth and forsaketh" his sin "shall have mercy." 
Proverbs 28:13. 

In the courts above, Christ is pleading for His church-pleading for those for whom 
He has paid the redemption 
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price of His blood. Centuries, ages, can never lessen the efficacy of His atoning 
sacrifice. Neither life nor death, height nor depth, can separate us from the love of God 



which is in Christ Jesus; not because we hold Him so firmly, but because He holds us 
so fast. If our salvation depended on our own efforts, we could not be saved; but it 
depends on the One who is behind all the promises. Our grasp on Him may seem 
feeble, but His love is that of an elder brother; so long as we maintain our union with 
Him, no one can pluck us out of His hand. 

As the years went by and the number of believers grew, John labored with 
increasing fidelity and earnestness for his brethren. The times were full of peril for the 
church. Satanic delusions existed everywhere. By misrepresentation and falsehood the 
emissaries of Satan sought to arouse opposition against the doctrines of Christ, and in 
consequence dissensions and heresies were imperiling the church. Some who 
professed Christ claimed that His love released them from obedience to the law of God. 
On the other hand, many taught that it was necessary to observe the Jewish customs 
and ceremonies; that a mere observance of the law, without faith in the blood of Christ, 
was sufficient for salvation. Some held that Christ was a good man, but denied His 
divinity. Some who pretended to be true to the cause of God were deceivers, and in 
practice they denied Christ and His gospel. Living themselves in transgression, they 
were bringing heresies into the church. Thus many were being led into the mazes of 
skepticism and delusion. 
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John was filled with sadness as he saw these poisonous errors creeping into the 
church. He saw the dangers to which the church was exposed, and he met the 
emergency with promptness and decision. The epistles of John breathe the spirit of 
love. It seems as if he wrote with a pen dipped in love. But when he came in contact 
with those who were breaking the law of God, yet claiming that they were living without 
sin, he did not hesitate to warn them of their fearful deception. 

Writing to a helper in the gospel work, a woman of good repute and wide influence, 
he said: "Many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we 
lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. 
Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He 
that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come 
any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid 
him Godspeed: for he that biddeth him Godspeed is partaker of his evil deeds." 

We are authorized to hold in the same estimation as did the beloved disciple those 
who claim to abide in Christ while living in transgression of God's law. There exist in 
these last days evils similar to those that threatened the prosperity of the early church; 
and the teachings of the apostle John on these points should be carefully heeded. "You 
must have charity," is the cry heard everywhere, 
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especially from those who profess sanctification. But true charity is too pure to cover an 
unconfessed sin. While we are to love the souls for whom Christ died, we are to make 
no compromise with evil. We are not to unite with the rebellious and call this charity. 

God requires His people in this age of the world to stand for the right as unflinchingly as 
did John in opposition to soul-destroying errors. 

The apostle teaches that while we should manifest Christian courtesy we are 
authorized to deal in plain terms with sin and sinners; that this is not inconsistent with 



true charity. "Whosoever committeth sin," he writes, "transgresseth also the law: for sin 
is the transgression of the law. And ye know that He was manifested to take away our 
sins; and in Him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth 
hath not seen Him, neither known Him." 

As a witness for Christ, John entered into no controversy, no wearisome 
contention. He declared what he knew, what he had seen and heard. He had been 
intimately associated with Christ, had listened to His teachings, had witnessed His 
mighty miracles. Few could see the beauties of Christ's character as John saw them. 

For him the darkness had passed away; on him the true light was shining. His testimony 
in regard to the Saviour's life and death was clear and forcible. Out of the abundance of 
a heart overflowing with love for the Saviour he spoke; and no power could stay his 
words. 

"That which was from the beginning," he declared, "which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, 
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which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;.. . that 
which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." 

So may every true believer be able, through his own experience, to "set to his seal 
that God is true." John 3:33. He can bear witness to that which he has seen and heard 
and felt of the power of Christ. 

Chap. 55 - Transformed by Grace 

In the life of the disciple John true sanctification is exemplified. During the years of 
his close association with Christ, he was often warned and cautioned by the Saviour; 
and these reproofs he accepted. As the character of the Divine One was manifested to 
him, John saw his own deficiencies, and was humbled by the revelation. Day by day, in 
contrast with his own violent spirit, he beheld the tenderness and forbearance of Jesus, 
and heard His lessons of humility and patience. Day by day his heart was drawn out to 
Christ, until he lost sight of self in love for his Master. The power and tenderness, the 
majesty and meekness, the strength and patience, that he saw in the daily life of the 
Son of God, filled his soul with admiration. He yielded his resentful, ambitious temper to 
the molding power of Christ, and divine love wrought in him a transformation of 
character. 

In striking contrast to the sanctification worked out in the life of John is the 
experience of his fellow disciple, 
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Judas. Like his associate, Judas professed to be a disciple of Christ, but he possessed 
only a form of godliness. He was not insensible to the beauty of the character of Christ; 
and often, as he listened to the Saviour's words, conviction came to him, but he would 
not humble his heart or confess his sins. By resisting the divine influence he dishonored 
the Master whom he professed to love. John warred earnestly against his faults; but 
Judas violated his conscience and yielded to temptation, fastening upon himself more 
securely his habits of evil. The practice of the truths that Christ taught was at variance 
with his desires and purposes, and he could not bring himself to yield his ideas in order 
to receive wisdom from heaven. Instead of walking in the light, he chose to walk in 


darkness. Evil desires, covetousness, revengeful passions, dark and sullen thoughts, 
were cherished until Satan gained full control of him. 

John and Judas are representatives of those who profess to be Christ's followers. 
Both these disciples had the same opportunities to study and follow the divine Pattern. 
Both were closely associated with Jesus and were privileged to listen to His teaching. 
Each possessed serious defects of character; and each had access to the divine grace 
that transforms character. But while one in humility was learning of Jesus, the other 
revealed that he was not a doer of the word, but a hearer only. One, daily dying to self 
and overcoming sin, was sanctified through the truth; the other, resisting the 
transforming power of grace and indulging selfish desires, was brought into bondage to 
Satan. 
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Such transformation of character as is seen in the life of John is ever the result of 
communion with Christ. There may be marked defects in the character of an individual, 
yet when he becomes a true disciple of Christ, the power of divine grace transforms and 
sanctifies him. Beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, he is changed from glory to 
glory, until he is like Him whom he adores. 

John was a teacher of holiness, and in his letters to the church he laid down 
unerring rules for the conduct of Christians. "Every man that hath this hope in him," he 
wrote, "purifieth himself, even as He is pure." "He that saith he abideth in Him ought 
himself also so to walk, even as He walked." 1 John 3:3; 2:6. He taught that the 
Christian must be pure in heart and life. Never should he be satisfied with an empty 
profession. As God is holy in His sphere, so fallen man, through faith in Christ, is to be 
holy in his sphere. 

"This is the will of God," the apostle Paul wrote, "even your sanctification." 1 
Thessalonians 4:3. The sanctification of the church is God's object in all His dealings 
with His people. He has chosen them from eternity, that they might be holy. He gave His 
Son to die for them, that they might be sanctified through obedience to the truth, 
divested of all the littleness of self. From them He requires a personal work, a personal 
surrender. God can be honored by those who profess to believe in Him, only as they are 
conformed to His image and controlled by His Spirit. Then, as witnesses for the Saviour, 
they may make known what divine grace has done for them. 
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True sanctification comes through the working out of the principle of love. "God is 
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him." 1 John 4:16. The life 
of him in whose heart Christ abides, will reveal practical godliness. The character will be 
purified, elevated, ennobled, and glorified. Pure doctrine will blend with works of 
righteousness; heavenly precepts will mingle with holy practices. 

Those who would gain the blessing of sanctification must first learn the meaning of 
self-sacrifice. The cross of Christ is the central pillar on which hangs the "far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory." "If any man will come after Me," Christ says, "let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me." 2 Corinthians 4:17; Matthew 
16:24. It is the fragrance of our love for our fellow men that reveals our love for God. It is 
patience in service that brings rest to the soul. It is through humble, diligent, faithful toil 



that the welfare of Israel is promoted. God upholds and strengthens the one who is 
willing to follow in Christ's way. 

Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, a day, but of a lifetime. It is not 
gained by a happy flight of feeling, but is the result of constantly dying to sin, and 
constantly living for Christ. Wrongs cannot be righted nor reformations wrought in the 
character by feeble, intermittent efforts. It is only by long, persevering effort, sore 
discipline, and stern conflict, that we shall overcome. We know not one day how strong 
will be our conflict the next. So long as Satan reigns, we shall have self to subdue, 
besetting sins to overcome; so long as life shall last, there will be no 
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Stopping place, no point which we can reach and say, I have fully attained. 

Sanctification is the result of lifelong obedience. 

None of the apostles and prophets ever claimed to be without sin. Men who have 
lived the nearest to God, men who would sacrifice life itself rather than knowingly 
commit a wrong act, men whom God has honored with divine light and power, have 
confessed the sinfulness of their nature. They have put no confidence in the flesh, have 
claimed no righteousness of their own, but have trusted wholly in the righteousness of 
Christ. 

So will it be with all who behold Christ. The nearer we come to Jesus, and the 
more clearly we discern the purity of His character, the more clearly shall we see the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the less shall we feel like exalting ourselves. There will 
be a continual reaching out of the soul after God, a continual, earnest, heartbreaking 
confession of sin and humbling of the heart before Him. At every advance step in our 
Christian experience our repentance will deepen. We shall know that our sufficiency is 
in Christ alone and shall make the apostle's confession our own: "I know that in me (that 
is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing." "God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world." Romans 7:18; Galatians 6:14. 

Let the recording angels write the history of the holy struggles and conflicts of the 
people of God; let them record their prayers and tears; but let not God be dishonored by 
the declaration from human lips, "I am sinless; I am 
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holy." Sanctified lips will never give utterance to such presumptuous words. 

The apostle Paul had been caught up to the third heaven and had seen and heard 
things that could not be uttered, and yet his unassuming statement is: "Not as though I 
had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after." Philippians 3:12. Let 
the angels of heaven write of Paul's victories in fighting the good fight of faith. Let 
heaven rejoice in his steadfast tread heavenward, and that, keeping the prize in view, 
he counts every other consideration dross. Angels rejoice to tell his triumphs, but Paul 
makes no boast of his attainments. The attitude of Paul is the attitude that every 
follower of Christ should take as he urges his way onward in the strife for the immortal 
crown. 

Let those who feel inclined to make a high profession of holiness look into the 
mirror of God's law. As they see its far-reaching claims, and understand its work as a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, they will not boast of sinlessness. "If 
we," says John, not separating himself from his brethren, "say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." "If we say that we have not sinned, we 



make Him a liar, and His word is not in us." "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1:8, 10, 

9. 

There are those who profess holiness, who declare that they are wholly the Lord's, 
who claim a right to the promises of God, while refusing to render obedience to His 
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commandments. These transgressors of the law claim everything that is promised to the 
children of God; but this is presumption on their part, for John tells us that true love for 
God will be revealed in obedience to all His commandments. It is not enough to believe 
the theory of truth, to make a profession of faith in Christ, to believe that Jesus is no 
impostor, and that the religion of the Bible is no cunningly devised fable. "He that saith, I 
know Him, and keepeth not His commandments," John wrote, "is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him. But whoso keepeth His word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: 
hereby know we that we are in Him." "He that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in 
Him, and He in him." 1 John 2:4, 5; 3:24. 

John did not teach that salvation was to be earned by obedience; but that 
obedience was the fruit of faith and love. "Ye know that He was manifested to take away 
our sins," he said, "and in Him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not: 
whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither known Him." 1 John 3:5, 6. If we abide in 
Christ, if the love of God dwells in the heart, our feelings, our thoughts, our actions, will 
be in harmony with the will of God. The sanctified heart is in harmony with the precepts 
of God's law. 

There are many who, though striving to obey God's commandments, have little 
peace or joy. This lack in their experience is the result of a failure to exercise faith. They 
walk as it were in a salt land, a parched wilderness. They claim little, when they might 
claim much; for there is no 
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limit to the promises of God. Such ones do not correctly represent the sanctification that 
comes through obedience to the truth. The Lord would have all His sons and daughters 
happy, peaceful, and obedient. Through the exercise of faith the believer comes into 
possession of these blessings. Through faith, every deficiency of character may be 
supplied, every defilement cleansed, every fault corrected, every excellence developed. 

Prayer is heaven's ordained means of success in the conflict with sin and the 
development of Christian character. The divine influences that come in answer to the 
prayer of faith will accomplish in the soul of the suppliant all for which he pleads. For the 
pardon of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for a Christlike temper, for wisdom and strength to do 
His work, for any gift He has promised, we may ask; and the promise is, "Ye shall 
receive." 

It was in the mount with God that Moses beheld the pattern of that wonderful 
building that was to be the abiding place of His glory. It is in the mount with God--in the 
secret place of communion--that we are to contemplate His glorious ideal for humanity. 

In all ages, through the medium of communion with heaven, God has worked out His 
purpose for His children, by unfolding gradually to their minds the doctrines of grace. 

His manner of imparting truth is illustrated in the words, "His going forth is prepared as 
the morning." Hosea 6:3. He who places himself where God can enlighten him, 
advances, as it were, from the partial obscurity of dawn to the full radiance of noonday. 
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True sanctification means perfect love, perfect obedience, perfect conformity to the 
will of God. We are to be sanctified to God through obedience to the truth. Our 
conscience must be purged from dead works to serve the living God. We are not yet 
perfect; but it is our privilege to cut away from the entanglements of self and sin, and 
advance to perfection. Great possibilities, high and holy attainments, are placed within 
the reach of all. 

The reason many in this age of the world make no greater advancement in the 
divine life is because they interpret the will of God to be just what they will to do. While 
following their own desires, they flatter themselves that they are conforming to God's 
will. These have no conflicts with self. There are others who for a time are successful in 
the struggle against their selfish desire for pleasure and ease. They are sincere and 
earnest, but grow weary of protracted effort, of daily death, of ceaseless turmoil. 
Indolence seems inviting, death to self repulsive; and they close their drowsy eyes and 
fall under the power of temptation instead of resisting it. 

The directions laid down in the word of God leave no room for compromise with 
evil. The Son of God was manifested that He might draw all men unto Himself. He came 
not to lull the world to sleep, but to point out the narrow path in which all must travel who 
reach at last the gates of the City of God. His children must follow where He has led the 
way; at whatever sacrifice of ease or selfish indulgence, at whatever cost of labor or 
suffering, they must maintain a constant battle with self. 
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The greatest praise that men can bring to God is to become consecrated channels 
through whom He can work. Time is rapidly passing into eternity. Let us not keep back 
from God that which is His own. Let us not refuse Him that which, though it cannot be 
given with merit, cannot be denied without ruin. He asks for a whole heart; give it to 
Him; it is His, both by creation and by redemption. He asks for your intellect; give it to 
Him; it is His. He asks for your money; give it to Him; it is His. "Ye are not your own, for 
ye are bought with a price." 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20. God requires the homage of a 
sanctified soul, which has prepared itself, by the exercise of the faith that works by love, 
to serve Him. He holds up before us the highest ideal, even perfection. He asks us to be 
absolutely and completely for Him in this world as He is for us in the presence of God. 

"This is the will of God" concerning you, "even your sanctification." 1 
Thessalonians 4:3. Is it your will also? Your sins may be as mountains before you; but if 
you humble your heart and confess your sins, trusting in the merits of a crucified and 
risen Saviour, He will forgive and will cleanse you from all unrighteousness. God 
demands of you entire conformity to His law. This law is the echo of His voice saying to 
you. Holier, yes, holier still. Desire the fullness of the grace of Christ. Let your heart be 
filled with an intense longing for His righteousness, the work of which God's word 
declares is peace, and its effect quietness and assurance forever. 
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As your soul yearns after God, you will find more and still more of the 
unsearchable riches of His grace. As you contemplate these riches you will come into 
possession of them and will reveal the merits of the Saviour's sacrifice, the protection of 



His righteousness, the fullness of His wisdom, and His power to present you before the 
Father "without spot, and blameless." 2 Peter 3:14. 

Chap. 56 - Patmos 

More than half a century had passed since the organization of the Christian 
church. During that time the gospel message had been constantly opposed. Its enemies 
had never relaxed their efforts, and had at last succeeded in enlisting the power of the 
Roman emperor against the Christians. 

In the terrible persecution that followed, the apostle John did much to confirm and 
strengthen the faith of the believers. He bore a testimony which his adversaries could 
not controvert and which helped his brethren to meet with courage and loyalty the trials 
that came upon them. When the faith of the Christians would seem to waver under the 
fierce opposition they were forced to meet, the old, tried servant of Jesus would repeat 
with power and eloquence the story of the crucified and risen Saviour. He steadfastly 
maintained his faith, and from his lips came ever the same glad message: "That which 
was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we 

569 

have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;... that which we 
have seen and heard declare we unto you." 1 John 1:1 -3. 

John lived to be very old. He witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem and the ruin 
of the stately temple. The last survivor of the disciples who had been intimately 
connected with the Saviour, his message had great influence in setting forth the fact 
that Jesus was the Messiah, the Redeemer of the world. No one could doubt his 
sincerity, and through his teachings many were led to turn from unbelief. 

The rulers of the Jews were filled with bitter hatred against John for his unwavering 
fidelity to the cause of Christ. They declared that their efforts against the Christians 
would avail nothing so long as John's testimony kept ringing in the ears of the people. In 
order that the miracles and teachings of Jesus might be forgotten, the voice of the bold 
witness must be silenced. 

John was accordingly summoned to Rome to be tried for his faith. Here before the 
authorities the apostle's doctrines were misstated. False witnesses accused him of 
teaching seditious heresies. By these accusations his enemies hoped to bring about the 
disciple's death. 

John answered for himself in a clear and convincing manner, and with such 
simplicity and candor that his words had a powerful effect. His hearers were astonished 
at his wisdom and eloquence. But the more convincing his testimony, the deeper was 
the hatred of his opposers. The emperor Domitian was filled with rage. He could neither 
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dispute the reasoning of Christ's faithful advocate, nor match the power that attended 
his utterance of truth; yet he determined that he would silence his voice. 

John was cast into a caldron of boiling oil; but the Lord preserved the life of His 
faithful servant, even as He preserved the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace. As the 
words were spoken. Thus perish all who believe in that deceiver, Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, John declared. My Master patiently submitted to all that Satan and his angels 
could devise to humiliate and torture Him. He gave His life to save the world. I am 


honored in being permitted to suffer for His sake. I am a weak, sinful man. Christ was 
holy, harmless, undefiled. He did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth. 

These words had their influence, and John was removed from the caldron by the 
very men who had cast him in. 

Again the hand of persecution fell heavily upon the apostle. By the emperor's 
decree John was banished to the Isle of Patmos, condemned "for the word of God, and 
for the testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation 1:9. Here, his enemies thought, his 
influence would no longer be felt, and he must finally die of hardship and distress. 

Patmos, a barren, rocky island in the Aegean Sea, had been chosen by the Roman 
government as a place of banishment for criminals; but to the servant of God this 
gloomy abode became the gate of heaven. Here, shut away from the busy scenes of 
life, and from the active labors of former years, he had the companionship of God and 
Christ and the heavenly angels, and from them he received instruction 
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for the church for all future time. The events that would take place in the closing scenes 
of this earth's history were outlined before him; and there he wrote out the visions he 
received from God. When his voice could no longer testify to the One whom he loved 
and served, the messages given him on that barren coast were to go forth as a lamp 
that burneth, declaring the sure purpose of the Lord concerning every nation on the 
earth. 

Among the cliffs and rocks of Patmos, John held communion with his Maker. He 
reviewed his past life, and at thought of the blessings he had received, peace filled his 
heart. He had lived the life of a Christian, and he could say in faith, "We know that we 
have passed from death unto life." 1 John 3:14. Not so the emperor who had banished 
him. He could look back only on fields of warfare and carnage, on desolated homes, on 
weeping widows and orphans, the fruit of his ambitious desire for pre-eminence. 

In his isolated home John was able to study more closely than ever before the 
manifestations of divine power as recorded in the book of nature and in the pages of 
inspiration. To him it was a delight to meditate on the work of creation and to adore the 
divine Architect. In former years his eyes had been greeted by the sight of 
forest-covered hills, green valleys, and fruitful plains; and in the beauties of nature it had 
ever been his delight to trace the wisdom and skill of the Creator. He was now 
surrounded by scenes that to many would appear gloomy and uninteresting; but to John 
it was otherwise. While his surroundings might 
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be desolate and barren, the blue heavens that bent above him were as bright and 
beautiful as the skies above his loved Jerusalem. In the wild, rugged rocks, in the 
mysteries of the deep, in the glories of the firmament, he read important lessons. All 
bore the message of God's power and glory. 

All around him the apostle beheld witnesses to the Flood that had deluged the 
earth because the inhabitants ventured to transgress the law of God. The rocks thrown 
up from the great deep and from the earth by the breaking forth of the waters, brought 
vividly to his mind the terrors of that awful outpouring of God's wrath. In the voice of 
many waters-deep calling unto deep-the prophet heard the voice of the Creator. The 
sea, lashed to fury by the merciless winds, represented to him the wrath of an offended 
God. The mighty waves, in their terrible commotion, restrained within limits appointed by 
an invisible hand, spoke of the control of an infinite Power. And in contrast he realized 



the weakness and folly of mortals, who, though but worms of the dust, glory in their 
supposed wisdom and strength, and set their hearts against the Ruler of the universe, 
as if God were altogether such a one as themselves. By the rocks he was reminded of 
Christ, the Rock of his strength, in whose shelter he could hide without fear. From the 
exiled apostle on rocky Patmos there went up the most ardent longing of soul after God, 
the most fervent prayers. 

The history of John affords a striking illustration of the way in which God can use 
aged workers. When John was exiled to the Isle of Patmos, there were many who 
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thought him to be past service, an old and broken reed, ready to fall at any time. But the 
Lord saw fit to use him still. Though banished from the scenes of his former labor, he 
did not cease to bear witness to the truth. Even in Patmos he made friends and 
converts. His was a message of joy, proclaiming a risen Saviour who on high was 
interceding for His people until He should return to take them to Himself. And it was 
after John had grown old in the service of his Lord that he received more 
communications from heaven than he had received during all the former years of his 
life. 

The most tender regard should be cherished for those whose life interest has been 
bound up with the work of God. These aged workers have stood faithful amid storm and 
trial. They may have infirmities, but they still possess talents that qualify them to stand 
in their place in God's cause. Though worn, and unable to bear the heavier burdens that 
younger men can and should carry, the counsel they can give is of the highest value. 

They may have made mistakes, but from their failures they have learned to avoid 
errors and dangers, and are they not therefore competent to give wise counsel? They 
have borne test and trial, and though they have lost some of their vigor, the Lord does 
not lay them aside. He gives them special grace and wisdom. 

Those who have served their Master when the work went hard, who endured 
poverty and remained faithful when there were few to stand for truth, are to be honored 
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and respected. The Lord desires the younger laborers to gain wisdom, strength, and 
maturity by association with these faithful men. Let the younger men realize that in 
having such workers among them they are highly favored. Let them give them an 
honored place in their councils. 

As those who have spent their lives in the service of Christ draw near to the close 
of their earthly ministry, they will be impressed by the Holy Spirit to recount the 
experiences they have had in connection with the work of God. The record of His 
wonderful dealings with His people, of His great goodness in delivering them from trial, 
should be repeated to those newly come to the faith. God desires the old and tried 
laborers to stand in their place, doing their part to save men and women from being 
swept downward by the mighty current of evil. He desires them to keep the armor on till 
He bids them lay it down. 

In the experience of the apostle John under persecution, there is a lesson of 
wonderful strength and comfort for the Christian. God does not prevent the plottings of 
wicked men, but He causes their devices to work for good to those who in trial and 
conflict maintain their faith and loyalty. Often the gospel laborer carries on his work amid 
storms of persecution, bitter opposition, and unjust reproach. At such times let him 
remember that the experience to be gained in the furnace of trial and affliction is worth 



all the pain it costs. Thus God brings His children near to Him, that He may show them 
their weakness and His strength. He teaches them to lean on Him. Thus He prepares 
them 
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to meet emergencies, to fill positions of trust, and to accomplish the great purpose for 
which their powers were given them. 

In all ages God's appointed witnesses have exposed themselves to reproach and 
persecution for the truth's sake. Joseph was maligned and persecuted because he 
preserved his virtue and integrity. David, the chosen messenger of God, was hunted like 
a beast of prey by his enemies. Daniel was cast into a den of lions because he was true 
to his allegiance to heaven. Job was deprived of his worldly possessions, and so 
afflicted in body that he was abhorred by his relatives, and friends; yet he maintained 
his integrity. Jeremiah could not be deterred from speaking the words that God had 
given him to speak; and his testimony so enraged the king and princes that he was cast 
into a loathsome pit. Stephen was stoned because he preached Christ and Him 
crucified. Paul was imprisoned, beaten with rods, stoned, and finally put to death 
because he was a faithful messenger for God to the Gentiles. And John was banished 
to the Isle of Patmos "for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ." 

These examples of human steadfastness bear witness to the faithfulness of God's 
promises--of His abiding presence and sustaining grace. They testify to the power of 
faith to withstand the powers of the world. It is the work of faith to rest in God in the 
darkest hour, to feel, however sorely tried and tempest-tossed, that our Father is at the 
helm. The eye of faith alone can look beyond the things 
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of time to estimate aright the worth of the eternal riches. 

Jesus does not present to His followers the hope of attaining earthly glory and 
riches, of living a life free from trial. Instead He calls upon them to follow Him in the path 
of self-denial and reproach. He who came to redeem the world was opposed by the 
united forces of evil. In an unpitying confederacy, evil men and evil angels arrayed 
themselves against the Prince of Peace. His every word and act revealed divine 
compassion, and His unlikeness to the world provoked the bitterest hostility. 

So it will be with all who will live godly in Christ Jesus. Persecution and reproach 
await all who are imbued with the Spirit of Christ. The character of the persecution 
changes with the times, but the principle-the spirit that underlies it-is the same that has 
slain the chosen of the Lord ever since the days of Abel. 

In all ages Satan has persecuted the people of God. He has tortured them and put 
them to death, but in dying they became conquerors. They bore witness to the power of 
One mightier than Satan. Wicked men may torture and kill the body, but they cannot 
touch the life that is hid with Christ in God. They can incarcerate men and women in 
prison walls, but they cannot bind the spirit. 

Through trial and persecution the glory-the character-of God is revealed in His 
chosen ones. The believers in Christ, hated and persecuted by the world, are educated 
and disciplined in the school of Christ. On earth they walk in narrow paths; they are 
purified in the furnace of affliction. 
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They follow Christ through sore conflicts; they endure self-denial and experience bitter 
disappointments; but thus they learn the guilt and woe of sin, and they look upon it with 



abhorrence. Being partakers of Christ's sufferings, they can look beyond the gloom to 
the glory, saying, "I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us." Romans 8:18. 

Chap. 57 - The Revelation 

In the days of the apostles the Christian believers were filled with earnestness and 
enthusiasm. So untiringly did they labor for their Master that in a comparatively short 
time, notwithstanding fierce opposition, the gospel of the kingdom was sounded to all 
the inhabited parts of the earth. The zeal manifested at this time by the followers of 
Jesus has been recorded by the pen of inspiration for the encouragement of believers in 
every age. Of the church at Ephesus, which the Lord Jesus used as a symbol of the 
entire Christian church in the apostolic age, the faithful and true Witness declared: 

"I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear 
them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, 
and hast found them liars: and hast borne, and hast patience, and for My name's sake 
hast labored, and hast not fainted." Revelation 2:2, 3. 

At the first the experience of the church at Ephesus was marked with childlike 
simplicity and fervor. The 
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believers sought earnestly to obey every word of God, and their lives revealed an 
earnest, sincere love for Christ. They rejoiced to do the will of God because the Saviour 
was in their hearts as an abiding presence. Filled with love for their Redeemer, their 
highest aim was to win souls to Him. They did not think of hoarding the precious 
treasure of the grace of Christ. They felt the importance of their calling; and, weighted 
with the message, "On earth peace, good will toward men," they burned with desire to 
carry the glad tidings of salvation to earth's remotest bounds. And the world took 
knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus. Sinful men, repentant, pardoned, 
cleansed, and sanctified, were brought into partnership with God through His Son. 

The members of the church were united in sentiment and action. Love for Christ 
was the golden chain that bound them together. They followed on to know the Lord 
more and still more perfectly, and in their lives were revealed the joy and peace of 
Christ. They visited the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and kept themselves 
unspotted from the world, realizing that a failure to do this would be a contradiction of 
their profession and a denial of their Redeemer. 

In every city the work was carried forward. Souls were converted, who in their turn 
felt that they must tell of the inestimable treasure they had received. They could not rest 
till the light which had illumined their minds was shining upon others. Multitudes of 
unbelievers were made 
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acquainted with the reasons of the Christian's hope. Warm, inspired personal appeals 
were made to the erring, to the outcast, and to those who, while professing to know the 
truth, were lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God. 

But after a time the zeal of the believers began to wane, and their love for God and 
for one another grew less. Coldness crept into the church. Some forgot the wonderful 
manner in which they had received the truth. One by one the old standard-bearers fell at 
their post. Some of the younger workers, who might have shared the burdens of these 


pioneers, and thus have been prepared for wise leadership, had become weary of 
oft-repeated truths. In their desire for something novel and startling they attempted to 
introduce new phases of doctrine, more pleasing to many minds, but not in harmony 
with the fundamental principles of the gospel. In their self-confidence and spiritual 
blindness they failed to discern that these sophistries would cause many to question the 
experiences of the past, and would thus lead to confusion and unbelief. 

As these false doctrines were urged, differences sprang up, and the eyes of many 
were turned from beholding Jesus as the Author and Finisher of their faith. The 
discussion of unimportant points of doctrine, and the contemplation of pleasing fables of 
man's invention, occupied time that should have been spent in proclaiming the gospel. 
The masses that might have been convicted and converted by a faithful presentation of 
the truth were left unwarned. Piety was rapidly waning, and Satan seemed about to gain 
the 
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ascendancy over those who claimed to be followers of Christ. 

It was at this critical time in the history of the church that John was sentenced to 
banishment. Never had his voice been needed by the church as now. Nearly all his 
former associates in the ministry had suffered martyrdom. The remnant of believers was 
facing fierce opposition. To all outward appearance the day was not far distant when the 
enemies of the church of Christ would triumph. 

But the Lord's hand was moving unseen in the darkness. In the providence of God, 
John was placed where Christ could give him a wonderful revelation of Himself and of 
divine truth for the enlightenment of the churches. 

In exiling John, the enemies of truth had hoped to silence forever the voice of 
God's faithful witness; but on Patmos the disciple received a message, the influence of 
which was to continue to strengthen the church till the end of time. Though not released 
from the responsibility of their wrong act, those who banished John became instruments 
in the hands of God to carry out Heaven's purpose; and the very effort to extinguish the 
light placed the truth in bold relief. 

It was on the Sabbath that the Lord of glory appeared to the exiled apostle. The 
Sabbath was as sacredly observed by John on Patmos as when he was preaching to 
the people in the towns and cities of Judea. He claimed as his own the precious 
promises that had been given regarding that day. "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day," 
John writes, "and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, saying, 
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I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last.... And I turned to see the voice that 
spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; and in the midst of 
the seven candlesticks One like unto the Son of man." Revelation 1:10-13. 

Richly favored was this beloved disciple. He had seen his Master in Gethsemane, 
His face marked with the blood drops of agony. His "visage . . . marred more than any 
man, and His form more than the sons of men." Isaiah 52:14. He had seen Him in the 
hands of the Roman soldiers, clothed with an old purple robe and crowned with thorns. 
He had seen Him hanging on the cross of Calvary, the object of cruel mockery and 
abuse. Now John is once more permitted to behold his Lord. But how changed is His 
appearance! He is no longer a Man of Sorrows, despised and humiliated by men. He is 
clothed in a garment of heavenly brightness. "His head and His hairs" are "white like 
wool, as white as snow; and His eyes ... as a flame of fire; and His feet like unto fine 



brass, as if they burned in a furnace." Revelation 1:14, 15. His voice is like the music of 
many waters. His countenance shines as the sun. In His hand are seven stars, and out 
of His mouth issues a sharp two-edged sword, an emblem of the power of His word. 
Patmos is made resplendent with the glory of the risen Lord. 

"And when I saw Him," John writes, "I fell at His feet as dead. And He laid His right 
hand upon me, saying unto me. Fear not." Verse 17. 

John was strengthened to live in the presence of his glorified Lord. Then before his 
wondering vision were 
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opened the glories of heaven. He was permitted to see the throne of God and, looking 
beyond the conflicts of earth, to behold the white-robed throng of the redeemed. He 
heard the music of the heavenly angels and the triumphant songs of those who had 
overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. In the revelation 
given to him there was unfolded scene after scene of thrilling interest in the experience 
of the people of God, and the history of the church foretold to the very close of time. In 
figures and symbols, subjects of vast importance were presented to John, which he was 
to record, that the people of God living in his age and in future ages might have an 
intelligent understanding of the perils and conflicts before them. 

This revelation was given for the guidance and comfort of the church throughout 
the Christian dispensation. Yet religious teachers have declared that it is a sealed book 
and its secrets cannot be explained. Therefore many have turned from the prophetic 
record, refusing to devote time and study to its mysteries. But God does not wish His 
people to regard the book thus. It is "the revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
unto Him, to show unto His servants things which must shortly come to pass." "Blessed 
is he that readeth," the Lord declares, "and they that hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand." Verses 1,3. "I 
testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book. If any man 
shall add unto these 
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things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: and if any man 
shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part out of the book of life, and out of the Holy City, and from the things which are 
written in this book. He which testifieth these things saith. Surely I come quickly." 
Revelation 22:18-20. 

In the Revelation are portrayed the deep things of God. The very name given to its 
inspired pages, "the Revelation," contradicts the statement that this is a sealed book. A 
revelation is something revealed. The Lord Himself revealed to His servant the 
mysteries contained in this book, and He designs that they shall be open to the study of 
all. Its truths are addressed to those living in the last days of this earth's history, as well 
as to those living in the days of John. Some of the scenes depicted in this prophecy are 
in the past, some are now taking place; some bring to view the close of the great conflict 
between the powers of darkness and the Prince of heaven, and some reveal the 
triumphs and joys of the redeemed in the earth made new. 

Let none think, because they cannot explain the meaning of every symbol in the 
Revelation, that it is useless for them to search this book in an effort to know the 
meaning of the truth it contains. The One who revealed these mysteries to John will give 
to the diligent searcher for truth a foretaste of heavenly things. Those whose hearts are 



open to the reception of truth will be enabled to understand its teachings, and will be 
granted the blessing promised to those 
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who "hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein." 

In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end. Here is the complement 
of the book of Daniel. One is a prophecy; the other a revelation. The book that was 
sealed is not the Revelation, but that portion of the prophecy of Daniel relating to the 
last days. The angel commanded, "But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the 
book, even to the time of the end." Daniel 12:4. 

It was Christ who bade the apostle record that which was to be opened before him. 
"What thou seest, write in a book," He commanded, "and send it unto the seven 
churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and 
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea." "I am He 
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore. . .. Write the things 
which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter; 
the mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in My right hand, and the seven 
golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the 
seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches." Revelation 1:11, 18-20. 

The names of the seven churches are symbolic of the church in different periods of 
the Christian Era. The number 7 indicates completeness, and is symbolic of the fact that 
the messages extend to the end of time, while the symbols used reveal the condition of 
the church at different periods in the history of the world. 
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Christ is spoken of as walking in the midst of the golden candlesticks. Thus is 
symbolized His relation to the churches. He is in constant communication with His 
people. He knows their true state. He observes their order, their piety, their devotion. 
Although He is high priest and mediator in the sanctuary above, yet He is represented 
as walking up and down in the midst of His churches on the earth. With untiring 
wakefulness and unremitting vigilance. He watches to see whether the light of any of 
His sentinels is burning dim or going out. If the candlesticks were left to mere human 
care, the flickering flame would languish and die; but He is the true watchman in the 
Lord's house, the true warden of the temple courts. His continued care and sustaining 
grace are the source of life and light. 

Christ is represented as holding the seven stars in His right hand. This assures us 
that no church faithful to its trust need fear coming to nought, for not a star that has the 
protection of Omnipotence can be plucked out of the hand of Christ. 

"These things saith He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand." Revelation 
2:1. These words are spoken to the teachers in the church-those entrusted by God with 
weighty responsibilities. The sweet influences that are to be abundant in the church are 
bound up with God's ministers, who are to reveal the love of Christ. The stars of heaven 
are under His control. He fills them with light. He guides and directs their movements. If 
He did not do this, they would become fallen stars. So with His ministers. They are but 
instruments in His hands, and all the good they accomplish is done through His power. 
Through them 
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His light is to shine forth. The Saviour is to be their efficiency. If they will look to Him as 



He looked to the Father they will be enabled to do His work. As they make God their 
dependence, He will give them His brightness to reflect to the world. 

Early in the history of the church the mystery of iniquity foretold by the apostle Paul 
began its baleful work; and as the false teachers concerning whom Peter had warned 
the believers, urged their heresies, many were ensnared by false doctrines. Some 
faltered under trial and were tempted to give up the faith. At the time when John was 
given this revelation, many had lost their first love of gospel truth. But in His mercy God 
did not leave the church to continue in a backslidden state. In a message of infinite 
tenderness He revealed His love for them and His desire that they should make sure 
work for eternity. "Remember," He pleaded, "from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do the first works." Verse 5. 

The church was defective and in need of stern reproof and chastisement, and John 
was inspired to record messages of warning and reproof and entreaty to those who, 
losing sight of the fundamental principles of the gospel, should imperil their hope of 
salvation. But always the words of rebuke that God finds it necessary to send are 
spoken in tender love and with the promise of peace to every penitent believer. "Behold, 
I stand at the door, and knock," the Lord declares; "if any man hear My voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me." Revelation 3:20. 

And for those who in the midst of conflict should 
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maintain their faith in God, the prophet was given the words of commendation and 
promise: "I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man 
can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept My word, and hast not denied 
My name." "Because thou hast kept the word of My patience, I also will keep thee from 
the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon 
the earth." The believers were admonished: "Be watchful, and strengthen the things 
which remain, that are ready to die." "Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou 
hast, that no man take thy crown." Verses 8, 10, 2, 11. 

It was through one who declared himself to be a "brother, and companion in 
tribulation" (Revelation 1:9), that Christ revealed to His church the things that they must 
suffer for His sake. Looking down through long centuries of darkness and superstition, 
the aged exile saw multitudes suffering martyrdom because of their love for the truth. 

But he saw also that He who sustained His early witnesses would not forsake His 
faithful followers during the centuries of persecution that they must pass through before 
the close of time. "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer," the Lord declared; 
"behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall 
have tribulation:... be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." 
Revelation 2:10. 

And to all the faithful ones who were striving against evil, John heard the promises 
made: "To him that 
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overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of 
God." "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not 
blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before My Father, 
and before His angels." "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne." Verse 7; 3:5, 
21 . 



John saw the mercy, the tenderness, and the love of God blending with His 
holiness, justice, and power. He saw sinners finding a Father in Him of whom their sins 
had made them afraid. And looking beyond the culmination of the great conflict, he 
beheld upon Zion "them that had gotten the victory . .. stand on the sea of glass, having 
the harps of God," and singing "the song of Moses" and the Lamb. Revelation 15:2, 3. 

The Saviour is presented before John under the symbols of "the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah" and of "a Lamb as it had been slain." Revelation 5:5, 6. These symbols 
represent the union of omnipotent power and self-sacrificing love. The Lion of Judah, so 
terrible to the rejectors of His grace, will be the Lamb of God to the obedient and faithful. 
The pillar of fire that speaks terror and wrath to the transgressor of God's law is a token 
of light and mercy and deliverance to those who have kept His commandments. The 
arm strong to smite the rebellious will be strong to deliver the loyal. Everyone who is 
faithful will be saved. "He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they 
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shall gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other." Matthew 24:31. 

In comparison with the millions of the world, God's people will be, as they have 
ever been, a little flock; but if they stand for the truth as revealed in His word, God will 
be their refuge. They stand under the broad shield of Omnipotence. God is always a 
majority. When the sound of the last trump shall penetrate the prison house of the dead, 
and the righteous shall come forth with triumph, exclaiming, "O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" (1 Corinthians 15:55)-standing then with God, 
with Christ, with the angels, and with the loyal and true of all ages, the children of God 
will be far in the majority. 

Christ's true disciples follow Him through sore conflicts, enduring self-denial and 
experiencing bitter disappointment; but this teaches them the guilt and woe of sin, and 
they are led to look upon it with abhorrence. Partakers of Christ's sufferings, they are 
destined to be partakers of His glory. In holy vision the prophet saw the ultimate triumph 
of God's remnant church. He writes: 

"I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the 
victory . . . stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. And they sing the song 
of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying. Great and marvelous 
are Thy works. Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways. Thou King of saints." 
Revelation 15:2, 3. 

"And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the Mount Sion, and with Him a hundred 
forty and four thousand, having 
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His Father's name written in their foreheads." Revelation 14:1. In this world their minds 
were consecrated to God; they served Him with the intellect and with the heart; and now 
He can place His name "in their foreheads." "And they shall reign for ever and ever." 
Revelation 22:5. They do not go in and out as those who beg a place. They are of that 
number to whom Christ says, "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world." He welcomes them as His children, 
saying, "Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." Matthew 25:34, 21. 

"These are they which follow the Lamb withersoever He goeth. These were 
redeemed from among men, being the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb." Revelation 



14:4. The vision of the prophet pictures them as standing on Mount Zion, girt for holy 
service, clothed in white linen, which is the righteousness of the saints. But all who 
follow the Lamb in heaven must first have followed Him on earth, not fretfully or 
capriciously, but in trustful, loving, willing obedience, as the flock follows the shepherd. 

"I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: and they sung as it were a 
new song before the throne:.. . and no man could learn that song but the hundred and 
forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. ... In their mouth was 
found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God." Verses 2-5. 

"And I John saw the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband." "Her light was like unto a stone 
most 
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precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; and had a wall great and high, and 
had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are 
the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel." "The twelve gates were twelve 
pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as 
it were transparent glass. And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and 
the Lamb are the temple of it." Revelation 21:2, 11, 12, 21,22. 

"And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be 
in it; and His servants shall serve Him: and they shall see His face; and His name shall 
be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light." Revelation 22:3-5. 

"He showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the 
river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit 
every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations." "Blessed 
are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city." Verses 1,2, 14. 

"And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, 

"Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men. 

And He will dwell with them. 

And they shall be His people. 

And God Himself shall be with them. 

And be their God." Revelation 21:3. 

Chap. 58 - The Church Triumphant 

More than eighteen centuries have passed since the apostles rested from their 
labors, but the history of their toils and sacrifices for Christ's sake is still among the most 
precious treasures of the church. This history, written under the direction of the Holy 
Spirit, was recorded in order that by it the followers of Christ in every age might be 
impelled to greater zeal and earnestness in the cause of the Saviour. 

The commission that Christ gave to the disciples, they fulfilled. As these 
messengers of the cross went forth to proclaim the gospel, there was such a revelation 
of the glory of God as had never before been witnessed by mortal man. By the 


co-operation of the divine Spirit, the apostles did a work that shook the world. To every 
nation was the gospel carried in a single generation. 

Glorious were the results that attended the ministry of the chosen apostles of 
Christ. At the beginning of their ministry some of them were unlearned men, but their 
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consecration to the cause of their Master was unreserved, and under His instruction 
they gained a preparation for the great work committed to them. Grace and truth 
reigned in their hearts, inspiring their motives and controlling their actions. Their lives 
were hid with Christ in God, and self was lost sight of, submerged in the depths of 
infinite love. 

The disciples were men who knew how to speak and pray sincerely, men who 
could take hold of the might of the Strength of Israel. How closely they stood by the side 
of God, and bound their personal honor to His throne! Jehovah was their God. His 
honor was their honor. His truth was their truth. Any attack made upon the gospel was 
as if cutting deep into their souls, and with every power of their being they battled for the 
cause of Christ. They could hold forth the word of life because they had received the 
heavenly anointing. They expected much, and therefore they attempted much. Christ 
had revealed Himself to them, and to Him they looked for guidance. Their 
understanding of truth and their power to withstand opposition were proportionate to 
their conformity to God's will. Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, was the 
theme of every discourse. His name-the only name given under heaven whereby men 
can be saved-was by them exalted. As they proclaimed the completeness of Christ, the 
risen Saviour, their words moved hearts, and men and women were won to the gospel. 
Multitudes who had reviled the Saviour's name and despised His power now confessed 
themselves disciples of the Crucified. 
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Not in their own power did the apostles accomplish their mission, but in the power 
of the living God. Their work was not easy. The opening labors of the Christian church 
were attended by hardship and bitter grief. In their work the disciples constantly 
encountered privation, calumny, and persecution; but they counted not their lives dear 
unto themselves and rejoiced that they were called to suffer for Christ. Irresolution, 
indecision, weakness of purpose, found no place in their efforts. They were willing to 
spend and be spent. The consciousness of the responsibility resting on them purified 
and enriched their experience, and the grace of heaven was revealed in the conquests 
they achieved for Christ. With the might of omnipotence God worked through them to 
make the gospel triumphant. 

Upon the foundation that Christ Himself had laid, the apostles built the church of 
God. In the Scriptures the figure of the erection of a temple is frequently used to 
illustrate the building of the church. Zechariah refers to Christ as the Branch that should 
build the temple of the Lord. He speaks of the Gentiles as helping in the work: "They 
that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the Lord;" and Isaiah declares, "The 
sons of strangers shall build up thy walls." Zechariah 6:12, 15; Isaiah 60:10. 

Writing of the building of this temple, Peter says, "To whom coming, as unto a 
living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as 
lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." 1 Peter 2:4, 5. 
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In the quarry of the Jewish and the Gentile world the apostles labored, bringing out 
stones to lay upon the foundation. In his letter to the believers at Ephesus, Paul said, 
"Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief Cornerstone; in whom all the 
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also 
are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit." Ephesians 2:19-22. 

And to the Corinthians he wrote: "According to the grace of God which is given 
unto me, as a wise master builder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth 
thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this 
foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man's work shall be 
made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is." 1 Corinthians 3:10-13. 

The apostles built upon a sure foundation, even the Rock of Ages. To this 
foundation they brought the stones that they quarried from the world. Not without 
hindrance did the builders labor. Their work was made exceedingly difficult by the 
opposition of the enemies of Christ. They had to contend against the bigotry, prejudice, 
and hatred of those who were building upon a false foundation. Many 
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who wrought as builders of the church could be likened to the builders of the wall in 
Nehemiah's day, of whom it is written: "They which builded on the wall, and they that 
bare burdens, with those that laded, everyone with one of his hands wrought in the 
work, and with the other hand held a weapon." Nehemiah 4:17. 

Kings and governors, priests and rulers, sought to destroy the temple of God. But 
in the face of imprisonment, torture, and death, faithful men carried the work forward; 
and the structure grew, beautiful and symmetrical. At times the workmen were almost 
blinded by the mists of superstition that settled around them. At times they were almost 
overpowered by the violence of their opponents. But with unfaltering faith and unfailing 
courage they pressed on with the work. 

One after another the foremost of the builders fell by the hand of the enemy. 
Stephen was stoned; James was slain by the sword; Paul was beheaded; Peter was 
crucified; John was exiled. Yet the church grew. New workers took the place of those 
who fell, and stone after stone was added to the building. Thus slowly ascended the 
temple of the church of God. 

Centuries of fierce persecution followed the establishment of the Christian church, 
but there were never wanting men who counted the work of building God's temple 
dearer than life itself. Of such it is written: "Others had trial of cruel mockings and 
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: they were stoned, they were 
sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered 
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about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (of whom the 
world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and 
caves of the earth." Hebrews 11:36-38. 



The enemy of righteousness left nothing undone in his effort to stop the work 
committed to the Lord's builders. But God "left not Himself without witness." Acts 14:17. 
Workers were raised up who ably defended the faith once delivered to the saints. 

History bears record to the fortitude and heroism of these men. Like the apostles, many 
of them fell at their post, but the building of the temple went steadily forward. The 
workmen were slain, but the work advanced. The Waldenses, John Wycliffe, Huss and 
Jerome, Martin Luther and Zwingli, Cranmer, Latimer, and Knox, the Huguenots, John 
and Charles Wesley, and a host of others brought to the foundation material that will 
endure throughout eternity. And in later years those who have so nobly endeavored to 
promote the circulation of God's word, and those who by their service in heathen lands 
have prepared the way for the proclamation of the last great message--these also have 
helped to rear the structure. 

Through the ages that have passed since the days of the apostles, the building of 
God's temple has never ceased. We may look back through the centuries and see the 
living stones of which it is composed gleaming like jets of light through the darkness of 
error and superstition. Throughout eternity these precious jewels will shine with 
increasing luster, testifying to the power of the truth of God. The flashing light 
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of these polished stones reveals the strong contrast between light and darkness, 
between the gold of truth and the dross of error. 

Paul and the other apostles, and all the righteous who have lived since then, have 
acted their part in the building of the temple. But the structure is not yet complete. We 
who are living in this age have a work to do, a part to act. We are to bring to the 
foundation material that will stand the test of fire--gold, silver, and precious stones, 
"polished after the similitude of a palace." Psalm 144:12. To those who thus build for 
God, Paul speaks words of encouragement and warning: "If any man's work abide 
which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire." 1 
Corinthians 3:14, 15. The Christian who faithfully presents the word of life, leading men 
and women into the way of holiness and peace, is bringing to the foundation material 
that will endure, and in the kingdom of God he will be honored as a wise builder. 

Of the apostles it is written, "They went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them, and confirming the word with signs following." Mark 16:20. As Christ 
sent forth His disciples, so today He sends forth the members of His church. The same 
power that the apostles had is for them. If they will make God their strength. He will 
work with them, and they shall not labor in vain. Let them realize that the work in which 
they are engaged is one upon which the Lord has placed His signet. God said to 
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Jeremiah, "Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and 
whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with 
thee to deliver thee." Then the Lord put forth His hand and touched His servant's mouth, 
saying, "Behold, I have put My words in thy mouth." Jeremiah 1:7-9. And He bids us go 
forth to speak the words He gives us, feeling His holy touch upon our lips. 

Christ has given to the church a sacred charge. Every member should be a 
channel through which God can communicate to the world the treasures of His grace, 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. There is nothing that the Saviour desires so much as 
agents who will represent to the world His Spirit and His character. There is nothing that 



the world needs so much as the manifestation through humanity of the Saviour's love. 

All heaven is waiting for men and women through whom God can reveal the power of 
Christianity. 

The church is God's agency for the proclamation of truth, empowered by Him to do 
a special work; and if she is loyal to Him, obedient to all His commandments, there will 
dwell within her the excellency of divine grace. If she will be true to her allegiance, if she 
will honor the Lord God of Israel, there is no power that can stand against her. 

Zeal for God and His cause moved the disciples to bear witness to the gospel with 
mighty power. Should not a like zeal fire our hearts with a determination to tell the story 
of redeeming love, of Christ and Him crucified? It is the privilege of every Christian, not 
only to look for, but to hasten the coming of the Saviour. 
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If the church will put on the robe of Christ's righteousness, withdrawing from all 
allegiance with the world, there is before her the dawn of a bright and glorious day. 
God's promise to her will stand fast forever. He will make her an eternal excellency, a 
joy of many generations. Truth, passing by those who despise and reject it, will triumph. 
Although at times apparently retarded, its progress has never been checked. When the 
message of God meets with opposition. He gives it additional force, that it may exert 
greater influence. Endowed with divine energy, it will cut its way through the strongest 
barriers and triumph over every obstacle. 

What sustained the Son of God during His life of toil and sacrifice? He saw the 
results of the travail of His soul and was satisfied. Looking into eternity. He beheld the 
happiness of those who through His humiliation had received pardon and everlasting 
life. His ear caught the shout of the redeemed. He heard the ransomed ones singing the 
song of Moses and the Lamb. 

We may have a vision of the future, the blessedness of heaven. In the Bible are 
revealed visions of the future glory, scenes pictured by the hand of God, and these are 
dear to His church. By faith we may stand on the threshold of the eternal city, and hear 
the gracious welcome given to those who in this life co-operate with Christ, regarding it 
as an honor to suffer for His sake. As the words are spoken, "Come, ye blessed of My 
Father," they cast their crowns at the feet of the Redeemer, exclaiming, "Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
and glory, and blessing. 
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. . . Honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever." Matthew 25:34; Revelation 5:12, 13. 

There the redeemed greet those who led them to the Saviour, and all unite in 
praising Him who died that human beings might have the life that measures with the life 
of God. The conflict is over. Tribulation and strife are at an end. Songs of victory fill all 
heaven as the ransomed ones take up the joyful strain. Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain, and lives again, a triumphant conqueror. 

"I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, saying. 
Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." Revelation 7:9, 
10 . 



"These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of 
God, and serve Him day and night in His temple: and He that sitteth on the throne shall 
dwell among them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the 
sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes." "And there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away." Revelation 
7:14-17; 21:4. 



